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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

EDUCATION.
(a) As to Acccountancy Classes, Technical

College.
Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) With reference to the closing down

of a private accountancy school in Perth,
can the Technical College provide similar
instruction-

(a) by classes;
(b,) by correspondence?

(2) What would be the cost to the
pupil-

(a) if under 21 years of age;
(b) if an ex-serviceman?

(3) How does the examination record
of the technical education branch com-
pare with other coaching institutions?

The MUIiSTER replied:
(1) (a) Yes.

(b,) Yes.
(2) (a) If under 21 and taking at least

four hours of instruction per
week, no tuition fees but regis-
tration fee of 5s.

(b) If an ex-serviceinan, as for (a).
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(3) The examination record of the
branch compares more than favourably
with those of coaching institutions.

(b) As to Metal Work Training /or Anna-
dale High School Boys.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(1) Is he aware that the undertaking
given by him in reply to a question on
the 11th December. to have boys from the
Armadale nigh School given metal train-
ing in Perth, has not been fulflled?

(2) Will he state the reason?
(3) When is it expected that the under-

taking will be honoured?
(4) Where will the metal training take

place?
The MINISTER replied:
I ask that the question be postponed.

(c) As to Obtaining a Reply.
Mr. WILD (without notice) asked the

Minister for Education:
In view of that answer, can he give me

some indication as to when I will get a
reply?

The MINISTER replied:
I did not answer the question; I asked

for it to be postponed.
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member wants

to know* when he will get a reply.
The MINISTER: I anticipate that the

House will be sitting tomorrow, and the
information will then be available.

NORTH-WEST.
(a) As to Conditions, Public Works Camp,

Wyndharm.
Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister for

Works:
What action has been taken to improve

the living conditions of employees resid-
ing at the public works camp, Wynd-
ham?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The department is always mindful

of the requirements of its employees and
action is constantly taken to ensure that
satisfactory living conditions exist.

The conditions at the Wyndhamn camp
are-

(a) dining room and kitchen with ser-
vice of a cook provided by the
department:

(b) each man is provided with an in-
dividual hut. Huts are not yet
painted, but painting will be done
in the near future;

(c) suitable shower and lavatory ap-
pointments have been provided;

(d) water supply conditions will be
improved in conjunction with the
general town water supply.

(b,) As to Education Department Camp
School, Broo-me.

Mr. RHAnQGAN asked the Minister for
Education:

As the proposed camp school at Broomne
in 1953 was unavoidably cancelled, is it
the intention of the Education Depart-
ment to hold one during 1954?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes-probably in September.

(c) As to Completion of Rental Homes,
Wyndham.

Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister for
Housing:

Could he indicate when the construction
of the State rental houses at Wyndham
is likely to be completed?

The MINISTER replied:
No. Difficulties are being experienced

with contractor.

(d) As to Water Supply, Halls Creek.
Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) Would he advise if the storage tanks

at Halls Creek, which constitute the town's
water supply, have yet been repaired?

(2) Will steps be taken to put a fence
around these tanks to prevent further
damage by stock?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) Work was listed for early

attention on both these matters. No recent
advice is available from Halls Creek re-
garding progress.

(e) As to Hostel Quqrters for Native
Employees, Halls Creek.

Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is it the intention of the Public
Works Department to build quarters for
the native employees attached to the school
hostel at Halls Creek?

(2) If so, when are the quarters likely
to be built?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Awaiting approval of the local

authority to build in an area other than
a native reserve, and the allocation of
funds.

LAND SETTLEMENT.
(a) As to Development of Area. Bremer

Bay.
Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister

for Lands:
(1) Does the War Service Land Settle-

ment Hoard propose to develop land for
settlement in the vicinity of Bremer Bay?

(2) If so. what area of land is proposed
for development and into how many farms
is it likely to be divided, and exactly where
is the development proposed?
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(3) Again if so, when is settlement likely
to commence?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes. The proposal is now receiving

Commonwealth consideration for war ser-
vice land settlement.

(2) The submission provides for 100
farms from approximately 300,000 acres.
The location will depend upon what por-
tions of the total area the Commonwealth
is prepared to accept.

(3) Development for settlement will
commence almost immediately after the
Commonwealth has signified its accept-
ance of the scheme and the area designed
into farms.

(bt) As to Area West of Midland Line.
Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for

Lands:
What progress can he report on the pro-

posal to establish a land settlement scheme
on an area west of the Midland line?

The MINSTER replied:
The Commonwealth has agreed to the

State's proposal to develop 50 farms west
of the Midland railway and north of the
Hill River. Developmental work is now in
progress.

(c) As to Commonwealth Funds for
Servicemen.

Mr. NALDER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Lands:

Has the Commonwealth Government
ceased to make funds available to the
State Government for war service land
settlement?

The MINISTER replied:
No.

(d) As to Minmister's Statement.
Mr. NALDER (without notice) asked the

Minister for Lands:
In view of the Minister's reply, bow

does he reconcile his statement made dur-
ing the debate on the War Service Land
Settlement Scheme Bill last year when he
stated that if the Bill was not passed the
Federal Government would cease to make
funds available to the State Government
for soldier settlement?

The MINISTER replied.
I must look up "Hansard". What I in-

tended to convey was that the Common-
wealth Government, under the Consti-
tution rather than under Section 103 of
the Federal Re-establishment and Employ-
ment Act, could refuse to make fuhids
available. My main point against the
obstinacy of the member concerned was
that it would be impossible to issue any
further leases and that the position has
become more clear as the months have
gone by. At this stage, I feel it will be
necessary at the next session of Parlia-
ment to ask the House to pass a Bill similar
in every way to the one rejected by the

member concerned. I do not think his
attitude is in accord with the people whom
he desires to protect, and it would
have been better, in the interests of those
people and the State generally, in the
administration of that scheme had the Bill
been Passed. The position has developed
between the State and the Commonwealth
where we shall have to ask for some legis-
lation in the near future or the whole pur-
pose of war service land settlement could
be defeated.

(e) As to Clarification ol Re ply.
Mr. NALD)ER (without notice) asked

the Minister for Ljands:
Will the Minister clarify his remark

about "the obstinacy of the member con-
cerned?" I understand that we, as mem-
bers, are at liberty to speak to a Bill as
we think fit.

Mr. SPEAKER: order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot make a speech while asking
a question.

Mr. NALDER: I would like the Minis-
ter to clarify the remark to which I have
referred.

The MINISTER replied:
I was referring to the member for

Katanning and not to the general de-
bate last year. At the managers' confer-
ence, five out of six were in favour and
he alone stood out,

Mr. NALD)ER: That is not correct, and
I ask the minister to withdraw that state-
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot ask the Minis-
ter to withdraw.

The MINISTER: Perhaps, in further ex-
planation. I should say that the conference
was postponed from one day to the next.
On the first day, five out of six were in
favour, and on the second day four out
of six were in favour.

RAILWAYS.
(a) As to Closing of Siding at Laurier,

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the minister
for Railways:

(1) Is it intended to close the siding
at Laurier on the Gnowangerup-Ongerup
railway?

(2) if so, what saving is estimated as a
result of such closure?

(3) Is he aware that approximately
9,000 acres of land within one to two mites
of the siding, are now in course of de-
velopment, and when developed will use
L~aurier for receipt and dispatch of all re-
quirements and production, except wheat
for which no bulk facilities exist?

(4) Is he prepared to defer the matter
of closing the siding?

(5) If not, why not?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) It is not intended to close Laurier as

a stopping place but to remove the siding.
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(2) The department is not influenced
by possible savings but the transfer of
thie points and crossings, for which a pres-
sm.- demand exists, to same other siding
where they can be used to greater advan-
tage, is the main consideration.

(3) In the course of a survey it was
found that less than one truck per month
was dealt with at the siding, and main-
tenance by the local authority on the roads
leading to Laurier had been discontinued
on account of the lack of use. If the de-
velopment envisaged by the hon. member
eventuates, the matter of restoration of
the siding facility can be reconsidered.

(4) and (5). Answered by No. (3).

(b) As to Extra Service, Midland Junction-
Bellevue.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:

Will he request the Railways commis-
sion to improve the rail service to Midland
Junction and Bellevue to provide an extra
service between 9.20 p.m., and 10.45 p.m.?.

The MINISTER replied:
Arrangements have already been made

for a train to leave Perth at 10 p.m. as
from Tuesday next,

(c) As to Opening of Ashfteld Station.
Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for Rail-

ways:
can he state what date the Ashfield

station will be open for passengers to en-
train and detrain?

The MINISTER replied:
Opening has been fixed tentatively for

October, 1954.

(di) As to Road Bus Service, Gnowangerup-
Ongertip.

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) What are the reasons which prompt
the Railway Commissioners to refuse to
inaugurate a road bus service through
Onowangerup to Ongerup?

(2) In view of the fact that such ser-
vices have been operating in other districts
where it appears conditions were similar,
will he explain the exact reasons for the
differentiation?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The limited patronage offering.
(2),' Road services in the outlying dist-

ricts are not operating at a, profit and it
is not considered desirable to Introduce
additional services while this position ex-
ists.

SULPHUR.
As to Manufacture from Oil Residues,

Kwinana.
Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister

for Industrial Development:

(1) Will the Kwinana oil refinery be
manufacturing sulphur from oil residues?

(2) If so, what quantity per annum, is
likely to be produced?

(3) Will the cost of the sulphur pro-
duced be comparable with, or cheaper than,
sulphur produced here from pyrites?

(4) If the answer to No. (1) is in the
negative, what are the reasons for the
decision not to produce?

The MINISTER replied:
(1), (2) and (3) No. Production of

sulphur has been considered, but will nob
be undertaken at present.

(4) It has been estimated that the cost
of producing sulphur at the Kwinana, re-
finery would be higher than the east of
imported sulphur. As, in addition, the
quantity which might be recovered would
be relatively small, and the capital cost of
necessary plant Would be high, the pro-
posal is not financially attractive.

STOCK MEDICINES.
As5 to Activities of Vendor, .D. L. Shaw.
Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister

for Agriculture:
(1) Is the Department of Agriculture

aware of the activities of one Douglas L~.
Shaw. a vendor of stock medicines, etc.?

(2) If so, does the department consider
that farmers entering into contracts with
this person are receiving fair value for
their money?

(3) If not, what steps is the department
taking to protect farmers from exploita-
tion?

f4) Has Douglas L. Shaw any special-
ised knowledge of stock diseases and their
cure, or is he merely a salesman?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The products sold by Mr. Shaw, so

far as is known at present, are recognised
proprietary lines. However, their use in
all cases may not be warranted.

(3) The introduction of the Veterinary
Medicines Act, 1953, is designed to pre-
vent exploitation of the farming commun-
ity. The Act will shortly come into
operation.

(4) As far as is known, Douglas L.
Shaw has no technical qualifications, and
is merely a drug salesman.

HOSPITALS.
(a) As to Site for New Building, Freman tie.

Mr. HUTCHINSON asked the Minister
for Health:

(1) Was the board of management con-
sulted regarding the proposed site at Hil-
ton Park. for the new Fremantle hospital?

(2) If not, why not?
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(3) Have Professor Stephenson's consid-
ered views been obtained on the question
as to whether Reserve 671. Hilton Park,
is entirely suitable as a site for a base
hospital of 500 beds?

(4) If so--
(a) does he agree with the site;
(b) has he consulted all relevant

Parties concerned regarding this
matter?

(5) Has consideration been given to the
impact on transport, to the added cost of
travelling for patients and to the com-
parative general inaccessibility of the new
hospital, if it is constructed at Hilton
Park?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) The new hospital is a part of a re-

grouping of hospitals to meet altered dis-
tribution of population. It is part of a
plan which does not concern the board of

-the Present Fremantle hospital.
(3) Yes.
(4) (a) Yes, he agreed with the siting of

the hospital in that general area.
(b) Yes.

(5) Yes. The provision of a hospital
for- the area is not one which can be con-
sidered in the light of today's circum-
stances, but in the light of conditions
which will arise in the future.

(b) As to Installation of Lift, Bunburv.
Mr. GUTHRIE asked the Minister for

Health:
Can he state approximately when the

proposed lift will be installed in the Bun-
bury district hospital?

The MINISTER replied:
No. The design Is in the hands of the

Public Works Department. Until that is
received an approximate date cannot be
given.

(c) As to Accommondation for Nurses,
Harvey.

Mr. MANNING (without notice) asked
the Minister for Health:

(1) Is be aware that the accommoda-
tion for the nurses at the Harvey hospital
is entirely inadequate and that plans for
a new building were approved some years
ago?

(2) Will he indicate when work on the
construction of the new building is likely
to commence?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Sketch plans were approved in 1951,

but money was not available to commence
building. Nurses should be encouraged to
live awvay from hospital premises.

(2) No. This depends upon the availa-
bility of loan funds and subject to the
prior provision of beds for patients at
several hospitals.

(d) As to Overcrowding of Patients,
Harvey.

Mr. MANNING (without notice) asked
the Minister for Health:

Will he advise what action is proposed
to alleviate the seriously overcrowded con-
ditions at the Harvey hospital?

The MINISTER replied:
The conditions at Harvey, although over-

crowded,' are not as bad as at several other
places. Hospital building will be under-
taken in priority as early as funds per-
mit.

The Minister for Lands: All the money
went to Pinjarra.

BEEP.
As to Provision for Metropolitan

Requirements.
Mr. LAPHAM asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
As the number of cattle in the Kirmber-

leys has been greatly reduced by drought
and as a consequence the number for
shipping to southern markets will be con-
siderably lessened, will he give an assur-
ance that an adequate supply of beef will
be released from Wyndhamn and Broome
meat works for metropolitan consump-
tion?

The MINISTER replied:
It is estimated that available supplies

from northern ports will be approximately
2,000 beasts less than last year, but no
shortage of meat is anticipated as any de-
ficiency in beef supplies can be met by ad-
ditional slaughterings of sheep. The posi-
tion is being carefully watched.

DRAINAGE.
As to Plans for Hampton Park.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Has the Drainage Department any
plans for draining the Hampton Park
Estate at North Bayswater?

(2) If the answer is in the affirmative.
will he state whether it is intended to
proceed with the drainage in the near
future?

(3) If the answer is in the negative, will
attention be given to the matter in the
near future, to avoid many local residents
including new Australians being deprived
of their properties for health reasons, due
to high-water level effects?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) A scheme is at present being investi-

gated.
(2) On the completion of plans and esti-

mates of cost, consideration will be given
to such work in relation to other urgent
drainage works, and subject to loan funds
being made available.

(3) Answered by No. (2).
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BEACH EROSION.

(a) As to Remedia Work.

Hon. C. K. J. NORTH asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

in view of his favourable reply to a,
question on beach erosion that there is
in -the P.W.D. an officer qualified to advise
upon and direct works In that regard,
and also that he would investigate the
problem, will he include the following
points among those being investigated-

(a) is this a State or Federal matter,
or both;

(b) is the cost of an effective remedial
job beyond the resources of a local
authority;

(c) if no action is taken, will the
deterioration of beaches be pro-
gressive?

The MINISTER replied:
(a) It will have to be regarded as a

State matter in view of the attitude of
the Commonwealth Government to the
State's representations for Federal assist-
ance in the development of Swinana.

(bi After engineering investigations are
complete, it will be possible to determine
whether the problem is beyond the re-
sources of a, local authority to combat.

(c) Yes.

(b) As to Encroachment at Cottesloe.

Mr. HUTCHINSON (without notice)
asked the Minister for Works:

(1) Is he aware that in the locality of
Dean and Pearce-sts., Cottesloe. the en-
croachment of the ocean threatens serious
damage to the roadway along Marine
Parade?

(2) is he also aware that on this par-
ticular strip of beach the sea has under-
mined and carried away the sandhills to
within Oft. of the Marine Parade brick re-
taining wall?

(3) is he further aware that If a spring
tide coincides with a westerly storm wind
of, say, 50 miles per hour, it is quite likely
that part of Marine Parade will be barried
away?

(4) In view of the obvious trends In
beach erosion along our valuable city
beaches, and in view of the imminent
danger that threatens Marine Parade and
adjacent private property, will he take
immediate action-

(a) to institute measures whereby
beach erosion will be halted; and

(b) to avert the threat to Marine
Parade?

The MINISTER replied:
(1), (2) and (3): No.
(4) The problem will be. investigated,

WATER SUPPLLIES.
(a) As to Provision for Carnamak

and Won pan Hills.
Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
(1) Has he considered the need for an

early start on the reticulation of the towns
of Carnamah and Wongan Hills?

(2) Will money be made available for
this purpose in the next financial year?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Carnamah township-E3,000 has

been authorised for purchase of piping for
the reticulation.

Wongan Hills-No financial provision
has been Possible towards reticulation this
financial year.

(2) Consideration of requirements for
both these towns will be given in conjunc-
tion with other water supply requirements
when the extent of loan funds is known
for the next financial year.

(b) As to Provision at Narrogin
High School.

H-on. V. DONEY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) What is 'the saline content of the
water drawn from the Government damn
at Narrogin and used for drinking and
other purposes by pupils and staff at the
Narrogin High School?

(2) In regard to this water, what is the
saline content beyond which It is con-
sidered by the Government to be unfit for
human consumption?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) A test on the 2nd April, 1954, showed

.a saline content of 32 grains per gallon
which indicates good quality water.

(2) Salt content should not exceed 8O
grains per gallon, but preferably should
not exceed 80 grains per gallon.

ROADS.
As to Increased Grants where

Railways Closed.
Mr. HILL asked the Minister for Works:
Is it intended to increase road grants

to any district now served by a railway
should that railway be closed?

The MINISTER replied:
There would be justification for increased

allocations for the maintenance and im-
provement of those roads upon which a
railway closure had imposed additional
traffic, and each case will be consicdred
on its merits.
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TRANSPORT BOARD.
As to Bribery Charges and Government

Action.
Mr. ACKLAND) asked the Minister for

Transport:
(1) In view of the report of Mr. A. G.

Smith, S.M., the Royal Commissioner on
the bribery allegations made against offi-
cers of the Transport Board, including
statements such as, "There is no doubt
that the Superphosphate Section of the
Transport Board bore an unenviable repu-
tation amongst carters generally, and for
reasons I shall give later, justifiably," and
"I am not at all satisfied with the evi-
dence of a single officer from the Super-
phosphate Section of the Transport
Board," has the Government taken any
action against such officers who, in Mr.
Smith's mind, lacked honesty and in-
tegrity?

(2) In view of Inspector Rt. B. McPher-
son, of the Transport Board, being given
the benefit of "a very grave doubt" by
the Rtoyal Commissioner, as to being
guilty of accepting a bribe, has the Gov-
ernment taken any action in regard to
this officer?

(3) If so, in what manner?
(4) Has the Government accepted the

Royal Commissioner's. recommendation
that "Inspector McPherson be moved to
some other form of work"?

(5) If so, to what other form of work?
(6) If the answer to No. (4) is in the

negative, does the Government not think
it advisable to transfer this officer to
another department?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No officer previously engaged in the

allocation of superphosphate loading is
now employed by the Transport Board.
with the exception of Mr. R. B.
McPherson.

(2) Action has been taken against Mr.
McPherson as recommended by the Royal
Commissioner under the terms of his ap-
pointment.

(3) Answered by No. (2).
(4) Yes.
(5) Preparation of plans and reports

relative to omnibus stops and stands and
general enquiries as to efficiency of par-
ticular forms of transport.

(6) Answered by No. (4).

PRIMARY PRODUCTION.
(a) AS to Value and Spreading of

Myxomatosis.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY asked the
Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Has he seen the report in the
"Adelaide Advertiser" of the 5th April.
1954, under the heading of "Science's Aid
to Wool," in which it is stated that the
mnyxomatosis campaign was estimated by

Federal and State authorities to be worth
£50,000,000 to primary production in Aus-
tralia last year?

(2) In view of this great benefit to pri-
mary producers, can he state whether more
intensive efforts could be carried out by
the Vermin Protection Board, in co-opera-
tion with farmers, to spread the disease
in this State?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No, but similar details have been re-

ceived from the C.S.I.R.O.
(2) No. Although farmers could have co-

operated more, the Agriculture Protection
Board's campaign in W.A. has been the
most vigorous in Australia. Myxomatosis
is now established over most of the agri-
cultural areas and spreads will occur if
suitable conditions occur.

(b) As to New Drug for Worms in Sheep.
Hon. Sir ROSS MCLARTY asked the

Minister for. Agriculture:
(1) Did he see a report in the Adelaide

"Advertiser" of the 5th April, 1954, to the
effect that the discovery of a new drug
for the treatment of worms In sheep is
expected to reduce losses by £6,000,000 per
year?

(2) Is the drug obtainable in Western
Australia?

(3) It not, will he see that immediate
steps are taken to obtain it. and give suit-
able publicity to it?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No, but a similar report appeared

in "The West Australian" of the 6th April.
The drug to which reference is made is

phenothiazine. which has been available
to stock owners in Western Australia since
it first came on to the market about 15
years ago. Recent work, however, has
shown that the emfciency of the drug is
determined by particle size, and that the
more finely it is ground, the better are the
results obtained.

(2) A new liquid preparation containing
phenothiazine in finely ground form has
recently been produced by Imperial Chem-
ical Industries of Australia and New
Zealand Ltd., and supplies will be made
available in this State early in May.

(3) Answered by No. (2).

HARBOURS.
(a) As to Improving Lighting, Bunbury

Wharf.
Mr. GUTHRIE asked the Minister repre-

seating the Minister for Supply and Ship-
ping:

What arrangements, if any, have been
made for the better lighting of the Dun-
bury wharf?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Funds have been made available for the

complete rewiring and better lighting of
the wharf and the work will commence as
soon as possible.
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(b) As to Erection of Transit Shed,
Bunbury.

Ron. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Minister f or Works:

(1) When will a start he made on the
erection of the transit shed now on site
at Bunbury?

(2) Can an estimate be given as to
when the shed will be utilised for ship-
ping after Its erection has been com-
menced?

The MINIST ER replied:
Jetty extensions at Bunbury must be

a first priority. That is a very costly pro-
ject, and it is extremely unlikely that
funds can be made available for the build-
ing of a transit shed during the next
financial year.

HOUSING.

(a) As to Contract to Builders' Guild
Members.

Mr. HUJTCHINSON asked the Minister
for Housing:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
all papers in connection with the recent
contract for houses let to members of the
Builders' Guild.

The MINISTER replied:
Yes.

(b) As to Calling for Tenders.
Mr. WILD (without notice) asked the

Minister for Housing:
Was a contract recently let to the

memnbers of the Builders' Guild for house
erection? If so, were tenders called?

The MINISTER replied:
Quite a number of tenders have been

let or are in course of being let to members
of the Builders' Guild at a fixed figure,
which has been arrived at after a long and
thorough deliberation by representatives of
the Builders' Guild and of the State Bows-
ing Commission.

The reason for this was that experience
had shown that in quite a number of cases
either no tenders or unsatisfactory tenders
were received. Consequently I arranged
a conference between the S tate Housing
Commission and members of the Builders'
Guild. The whole matter was discussed,
some differences were ironed out, and a
figure in respect of various types of houses
was eventually determined upon which
was quite satisfactory to both the com-
mission and those members of the Builders'
Guild who intend entering into this ar-
rangement. I think, from memory, that
there would probably be 200 or more
houses likely to be erected on that basis.

(c) As to Determination of Prices.
Mr. WILD (without notice) asked the

Minister for Housing:

Did the quantity surveyor of the State
Housing Commission determine the prices
that should be paid for these houses let
under contract to members of the Builders'
Guild? If the answer is "Yes", were those
prices at or above the prices given to the
guild?

The MINISTER replied:
Prices were taken out by the quantity

surveyor of the State Housing Commission
and the figures were used as a basis of
discussion with the members of the
Builders' Guild. A figure in excess of that
originally determined was finally agreed
upon.

(d) As to Financing Proposed Flats,
Suabiaca.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER (without notice) asked the Pre-
mier:

Is the Government still determined to
continue with the building of the Subiaco
flats and, if so, will the Premier please
tell us where the money is coming from?

The PREMIER replied:
The money for the proposed undertaking

would come from moneys available to the
State from one source or another.

INDUSTAL.
(a) As to Waterside Workers' Dispute,

Carnarvon.
Hon. Sir ROSS MOLARTY (without

notice) asked the Deputy Premier:
I intended to address this question to

the Premier, but as he is not in the Cham-
ber at the moment, I shall ask the Deputy
Premier. Can he tell the House of the
latest developments in connection with the
holding up of the State ships at Carnarvon?

The DEPUTY PREMIER replied:
Speaking on behalf of the Premier, I

wish to inform members that the Minister
for the North-West flew to Carnarvon this
morning, has had consultations with the
parties concerned and is still engaged in
consultations. He is making an earnest
endeavour to overcome the trouble. The
Government considered the matter at a
Cabinet meeting this afternoon. It is pro-
Posing to take certain steps, in the light
of expected developments. But until a
further report is received from the Minister
for the North-West, no final decision can
be made on the action to be taken.

(b) As to Action by Government.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY (without
notice) asked the Premier:

While the Premier was absent, I asked the
Deputy Premier what action the Govern-
ment contemplated in regard to the serious
hold-up of the State Shipping Service? I
now desire to ask the Premier whether
he would be prepared to state what action
the Government intends to take at this
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stage to end the strike. Does he not con-
sider that a statement from himself as
Premier indicating strong action by the
Government would have the effect of end-
ing this strike?

The PREMIER replied:
A Minister of the Government is at

Carnarvon today, as the Leader of the
Opposition well knows, negotiating with
the parties concerned with a view to trying
to bring about a peaceful and satisfactory
settlement of the current dispute. I antici-
Pate that the Minister will be communi-
cating with me later this afternoon to
report the result of his efforts, and the
future action of the Government in regard
to the dispute will naturally be governed
to a considerable extent by the report
that the Minister will make available to
me by telephone.

(C) AS to Arranging Compulsory
Conference.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT (without notice)
asked the Premier:

Are the seamen employed in the State
Shipping Service members of a union
registered in this State, and, if so. should
a settlement of the present dispute not
take place in pursuance of the Minister's
visit to the North, will the Premier arrange
with the State Arbitration Court to call
a compulsory conference?

The PREMIER replied:
Yes.

SWINANA.
As to Medin~a Shtop Rentals.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Minister for Housing:

(1) At what rentals were the individual
shops leased at Medina?

(2) Was this the highest tender in each
case?

(3) If not, what was the amount
offered?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) It is not deemed proper to divulge

the individual amounts offered by the ap-
proved tenderers in view of its being per-
sonal business. However, for the nine
shops leased a total weekly rental of
£67 2s. 6d. will be received for the first
twelve months.

(2) The commission accepted-
(a) The highest tender in three cases.
(a) The second highest tender in two

cases.
(c) The third highest tender in two

cases, and
(d) prescribed rental in one case.

(3) The reasons for the highest tenders
being declined were-

(a) One tenderer withdrew after be-
ing informed that no guarantee
could be given to prevent com-
petitive hawkers.

(b) One highest and a second highest
tenderer were deemed unsuitable
by the commission.

(c) One highest tenderer did not call
for interview after being twice re-
quested to do so.

(d) One non-serviceman was deemed
to be so well established in other
business it was decided to give
an ex-serviceman preference as a
measure of rehabilitation.

(e)

Mf

One had no experience and was
not resident in this State.
The tenancy of one shop was al-
located to the authorised news-
agent. The rental was fixed by
the commission on the basis of
rents tendered for the other prem-
ises.

TRAFFIC.
(a) As to Report on Census.

Mr. YATES (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

(1) Has he received the report from the
Town Planning Commissioner in connec-
tion with the traffic census?

(2) If so, does the report make any
reference to building a second bridge
across the river?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).

(b) As to Additional Bridge.
Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked

the Minister for Works:
in view of the information obtained by

recent survey that the Causeway and
roundabout were reaching capacity at peak
Periods, would he consider ascertaining
from Professor Stephenson, town Plan-
ning consultant, advice as to whether a
further bridge over the river was con-
templated and, if so. proceed with pre-
liminary surveys and site tests with a
view to an early start on construction.

The MINISTER replied:
I would ask the hon. member to put the

question on the notice paper. The hon.
member has inside information.

(c) Point of Explanation.

Hon. D. BRAND: On a point of
planation, Mr. Speaker, the Minister
Works audibly suggested that I have
side information.

ex-
for
in-

The Minister for Works: So you have.

Hon. D. BRAND: I have not.

The Minister for Works: You could
not have asked the question otherwise.

Hon. D). BRAND: I have not inside in-
formation. it was a matter of assumption
that a second bridge would be soon con-
structed.
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CONFERENCES BETWEEN HOUSES.
(a) As to Keeping Proceedings

Conftidential.
Hon, A. F. WATITS (without notice)

asked the Premier:
Did he notice the information given

by the Minister for Lands in response
to a question asked by the member
for IKatanning a few minutes ago as
to what took place at a conference be-
tween the two Houses in December last?
Is it not the practice to keep the pro-
ceedings of such conferences confidential?
That being so, why has that procedure
been departed from In this case?

The PREMIER replied:
There are no rules about conferences;

in relation to them, it is all-in. There
is to be one very shortly, and I am
sure that will apply, and how it will
finish I cannot say. I do not see why
the proceedings in these conferences
should be confidential because they are
part of the parliamentary set-up. in our
normal parliamentary debates, we ex-
press our views, and are not afraid to
do so. I cannot see why a member
who goes into a conference should have
any objection to his stand being made
pdlblic. Thinking back a few years, and
if I remember rightly, in a fit of semi-
anger as a result of a conference of
which I was a member, I disclosed the
attitude adopted by a member in another
place.

(b) As to Previous Instances.

Hon. A. F. WATTS (without notice)
asked the Premier:

Does he not think that the instance
quoted this afternoon and his own per-
sonal experience to which he has referred
are the only two cases of this happening?

The PREMIER replied:
I would not know about that. I satisfy

myself and, I hope, the House by saying
that there are no rules regarding the con-
duct of these conferences. I see no reason
why, being part of the parliamentary set-
up, the happenings should not be disclosed.

ELECTORAL DISTRICT QUOTAS.
(a) As to Adjusstment.

Mr. BOVELL (without notice) asked the
Premier:

With reference to my questions of the
19th August, 1953, and the 2nd December,
1953, concerning action by the Chief
Electoral Officer and the Government nec-
essary to comply with the provisions of the
Electoral Districts Act, 1947, and in view
of the replies given by him that the matter
was receiving consideration, will he inform
the House what action has been taken by
the Government? Will he also state when
the commissioners appointed under the

[a]

said Act will release details of proposed
readjustment of Legislative Assembly
electoral boundaries?

The PREMIER replied:-
No action has been taken up to date.

(b) As to Taking Action.

Mr. BOVELL (without notice) asked the
Premier:

In view of that reply, will he give the
House an assurance that action will be
taken soon to comply with the existing law?

The PREMIER replied:
I will undertake to have the matter in-

vestigated and advise the hon. member by
letter.

OVERSEAS LOANS.
As to Effect of Federal Labour Opposition.

Hon. Sir ROSS MOLARTY (without
notice) asked the Premier:

I would draw the Premier's attention
to a report in "The West Australian" of
the 8th April, 1954, headed "Labour to
Oppose Overseas Loans." The report con-
tinues, " The Federal Labour Opposition
decided at a caucus meeting today to op-
pose overseas borrowing by the Federal
Government." in view of that, will that
decision have any detrimental effect upon
the proposals or the requests he made to
the British Chancellor of the Exchequer
for the provision of certain funds in re-
gard to public works in Western Aus-
tralia.

The PREMIER replied:
No.

HEALTH.
As to Taking Samples of Under-standard

Milk.
Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I would like

to ask the Minister for Health a question
without notice.

The Premier: I think we will be sitting
tomorrow.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I advise
members to get their questions off to-
night! My question is as follows:-

(1) With regard to prosecutions that
are taken under the Health Act relating
to under-standard milk, and where adul-
teration is not the cause, could arrange-
inents be made to have samples taken on
the farm before prosecutions are proceeded
with?

(2) If not, could wholemilk producers
be given a reasonable time to bring their
milk to the required standard before court
action is proceeded with?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No: not practicable.
(2) No; but preliminary warnings are

frequently given. The Milk Board con-
stantly advises producers regarding the
standard of the milk they are producing.
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QUESTION DISALLOWED.
As to Statement by Council Member.
Mr. BRADY: I desire to ask the Leader

of the Opposition the following question
without notice:

Does he approve of the language used
by Hon. H. K. Watson in another place
last evening when he said that the Rents
and Tenancies Hill was of such a nature
that it should have its ugly throat cut from
ear to ear?

Mr. SPEAKER: I must rule that ques-
tion out of order. Questions asked must
be relevant to business before this Assem-
bly.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. May, leave of absence

for one week granted to Mr. J. Hegney
(Middle Swan) on the ground of urgent
Private business.

On motion by Mr. Bovell, leave of
absence for one week granted to Hon. L.
Thorn (Toodyay) on the ground of urgent
Private business.

BILL-RENTS AND TENANCIES
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS

ACT AMENDMENT.
Concil's Amendments.

Returned from the Council with a
schedule of 18 anmendmnents.

In Committee.
Mr. Moir in the Chair; the Minister for

Housing In charge of the Hill.
No. 1. Clause 3, Page 2-Delete the word

"Court" in line 4.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It would

be appropriate to remark that apparently
a hydrogen bomb has been exploded, for
there is very little left of the Bill as we
knew it a few days ago. I think that mem-
bers of this Committee, irrespective of their
views on the Hill, appreciate the fact that
if arrangements can be made, the dif-
ferences between the two Chambers will
have to be solved by a conference of
managers. I suggest, therefore, that in-
stead of arguing backwards and forwards
the various Points raised by the amend-
ments, we might agree that the Hill as it
left this Chamber constitutes the viewpoint
of the Assembly and the fragment of the
Bill as returned, represents the viewpoint
of the Council and that it be left to the
managers to argue a Proposition which I
hope and trust will indicate a little better
understanding of the situation than is evi-
denced by the amendments. I ask this of
the Opposition and move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Mr. WILD: I daresay there is something
in what the Minister has said, namely, that
the bandying of words will not get us very
far, because I feel sure that there will be

a conference of managers representing both
Houses. If the Minister adopts the attitude
today that he assumed last Thursday and
members of another place act similarly,
the final result must be a conference.

According to the Minister, a hydrogen
bomb must have hit the Bill. I think that
before the Hill left this Chamber, he knew
as well as I did what would happen to it.
I pointed out on the third reading that
had he been a little more temperate in
his views and not made up his mind before
he came to this Chamber-remarks that he
seemed inclined to refute-we might have
got somewhere, but we are in the exact
position that I envisaged the other even-
ing. I feel that it would be a waste of
everybody's time if we argued these points
all over again after what has happened
in another place, because I believe that the
Minister is just as adamant now as he was
before. Our attitude has not altered one
scrap.

I observe that another place has deleted
a provision that I did not get an oppor-
tunity to debate. I stated the other even-
ing that I would have liked to move an
amendment to make the date of eviction
the end of August or the 1st September
instead of the 31st December as proposed
by the Minister. Those two dates should
be kept separate so that a tenant would
feel that, although the landlord might
put the gun at his head by giving him
notice, the man who would take his place
in the house would be unable to pay a
higher rent unless the owner went to the
court and obtained a determination. I re-
peat that it would be a waste of time to
take the amendments seriatim. because it
would merely be a repetition of what
occurred the other evening. Therefore I
agree that we should vote on the amend-
mnents in tote.

Mr. PERKINS: I do not quite agree with
the member for Dale. I think that the
Minister for Housing is wasting our time
and that of members of -another place and
keeping Parliament in session when he
knows perfectly well that a number of these
amendments have no chance whatever of
being accepted by a conference of man-
agers. The amendment before us contains
a fairly fundamental principle, but it is
not necessarily vital to the viewpoint of
the Government. The amendment deals
with the constituting of a court, and though
it were agreed to, ordinary court action
would still be available provided that other
provisions were agreed to at the confer-
ence. The point about the amendment is
that it seeks to set up a special court, a
proposal with which many members dis-
agree. If the Minister is going to succeed
at the conference with some of these
amendments, he must think that it will be
possible to argue the case better there
than it has been argued in each Chamber.

This is not the Bill of the Minister for
Housing; it is the Hill of the Chief Sec-
retary, and he has had an opportunity to
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convince members of another place as to
the wisdom of setting up a special court. I
can imagine what will happen if some of
these amendments go to a conference. No
doubt it is vital from the Government's
point of view to obtain some amendments
to the Act, but surely it is not likely to
gain even a minimum of amendment by
taking to conference some proposals that
are obnoxious to managers who will have
to decide the issue!I

The amendment before us raises issues
that have been before us and on which
there has been a fairly sharp division of
opinion as to the best method to be adopted.
I do not suppose it would be possible for
those who hold a point of view different
from that of the Government to con-
vince Ministers that the course they are
intending to pursue is not the best one. I
have spoken to some people-not land-
lords-who will be vitally affected by this
legislation, and I can assure members that
they do not agree with the course of action
proposed by the Government.

Mr. Andrew: What people?
Mr. PERKINS: If the hon. member reads

a letter in "The West Australian" this
morning, it will probably convince hint

Mr. Andrew: Surely you do not regard
that as dinkum!

Mr. PERKINS: The letter reads--
Is This Fair.

Sir,
I agree with "Give-it-a-trial.' I am

one of the many young couples who
have to live with in-laws. There are
thousands of other young families like
mine who live cooped up In a flat (or
is it a room?). Is this fair to our
young children? Isn't this a worse
social evil than rack-renting? What
we young people want Is a house to
ourselves and we don't mind paying for
it. But the problem is to get a house.

The State Housing Commission has
only a certain amount of money for
building purposes and all the rent
legislation won't enable it to build one
more home. Who else can help us?

There never was more money in the
Savings Hank, etc., and never less of
this private money for housing than at
present. Why not encourage these
people with the money to invest it in
rental homes for us, the younger
generation. If some of our parlia-
mentarians had to live with their I-
laws for 12 months, they would soon
call a special session of Parliament to
discuss the building of more homes.

Yours, etc.,
Jollinont.

Mr. McCulloch: Who is tha
Son-in-law.

Mr. PERKINS: The hon. member may
controvert the arguments in that letter
if he so desires. I am not sure in which

district Jolimont comes, but it so happens
that I agree with the point of view ex-
pressed in the letter.

The Minister for Housing: Would it be
possible that the hon. member wrote the
letter?

Mr. PERKZINS: I can give an absolute
assurance that I did not write the letter,
that I do not know who wrote it and that
I had nothing to do with it.

The Premier: It was not written by
your son-in-law, was it?

Mr. PERKINS: That is most unlikely.
The Premier: But not impossible.
Mr. PERKINS: During the debate, it was

stated that no rent legislation could build
more houses. That is true, but encourage-
ment can be given to people to build
houses, and for that reason the Govern-
ment would be well advised to agree to
some of the amendments made by another
place in order to achieve that very object.
On previous occasions when this legisla-
tion has been under review, I have stated
that rigid control could only result In de-
terring people of private means from in-
vesting their money in building houses for
letting, and, of course, control has had
exactly that effect. The time has arrived
when we should give careful attention to
the position.

Those of us who supported the atti-
tude taken on this legislation during
the last session of Parliament-that It
should be given a trial-still hold that
view and it has been stated during the
present debate that the necessary trial
has not been given. I hope the Minister
will agree to some of the amendments
miade by another place and send to a6
conference only those which he considers
to be fundamental.

Mr. WILD: It is all very well for the
member for Roe to criticise what I said.
but had he been here last Thursday be
would have heard what I said then. To-
night he makes a second reading speech,
but does not know what I said last week.
Had he been here then and listened to
the debate he would have known that
we dealt with this question very fully,
but that the Minister was adamant and
would not change his view. If the Min-
ister will not accept any of the amend-
ments, the matter must be ironed out
in conference.

Mr. JOHNSON: I also disagree with the
views of the Minister, who I think has
been far too soft in this matter. I be-
lieve this legislation is too weak to meet
the present situation. The member for Roe
said that if all the money that is held in
the Commonwealth Savings Bank could be
put into the building industry there would
be many more houses, but that theory
is fallacious. Houses are built by apply-
ing the labour of qualified persons to
building materials and at present not
only are all the members of that trade

203



[ASSEMBLY.)J

fully employed, but also they are work-
ing at week-ends and all the mon4e in
the world could not produce more houses.
The only way in which the member for
Roe could build more houses by using
the money in the savings bank would be
to draw it in pennies and stack them as
walls instead of bricks.

H-on. D. Brand: That is an excellent
suggestion.

Mr. JOHNSON: It is more practical than
that of the member for Roe. The people
who feel so tenderly for the outlook of
the landlord-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I cannot
allow the hon. member to continue on
those lines. The amendment Is the ques-
tion before the Chair and other matters
are not relevant.

Mr. JOHNSON: As I have not the
amendment before me, I was led astray
by the previous debate. Removal of the
word "court" would do away with the
tribunal to which there would be equal
and easy access by bath parties to a ren-
tal proposition. Those who feel that land-
lords should not be able to be brought
readily before a court and made to obey
its ruling are unaware of the facts. The
housing position is difficult and many of
the rents being charged are out of line
with the wages being paid today. With-
out the supervision of a court such as
the Bill proposes, rents will continue to
rise.

Members of the Opposition are acting as
though they were an elected Government
while, in fact, they are a defeated Gov-
ernment, but they know that in another
place there is a majority of their way of
thought. They therefore wish to act as
an elected Government. but without the
attendant responsibility. I will conclude
with a quotation from another place of
words which I believe are attributable to
Winston Churchill and which I think have
application to the Opposition now. They
are, "Power without responsibility has been
the perquisite of the harlot from time
immemorial."

Mr. HREARMAN: I support that por-
tion of the remarks of the member for
Rae relating to the acceptance of this
amendment. I think it could be accepted
by the Government without detracting
much from what the Minister considers
the virtues of the Bill. If agreed to. the
amendment would mean merely that the
right to determine a fair rent would rest
with the magistrate, as it does today,
rather than with a special court. The
Minister said the appointment of this
court would streamline litigation, but put
forward no valid argument in support of
that view.

If we are to achieve some compromise
with another place--that. will be neces-
sary if the Bill is to become law-we must
be prepared to give away a certain amount
and I think the Minister could afford to

concede this amendment. That would be
an indication to the conference of willing-
ness to reach a genuine compromise. There
must be an element of conciliation in the
machinery which exists for arbitration be-
tween this Chamber and another place,
but there is little of conciliation in the
attitude so far indicated by the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
agree that in these matters there should
be some spirit of compromise, but those
who have taken interest in legislation af
this type over the years will agree that
the compromise has been one-way traffic
and that this Chamber has been compelled
to accept the wishes of another place. The
Government has of necessity the respon-
sibility in connection with housing and
tenancy matters and, having surveyed the
situation, believes that something on
the lines of this Bill as introduced is
necessary in order to deal with the prob-
lem.

The matter we are discussing is one
which is the prerequisite to removing the
assessment of rentals from the ordinary
court, in respect of the metropolitan area
now and other districts perhaps later,
with a view to insisting that there should
be appointed a special court consisting of
persons qualified in their task and able
to devote all the necessary time to the
assessment of fair rentals, in order to re-
move all legitimate complaints on the
score of delay where an applicant, either
landlord or tenant, makes a submission to
such a court.

I can see nothing unreasonable in that
proposition. The Government believes that
determinations on rents will be more work-
able under the scheme as contained in the
Bill presented in this Chamber than It
would be if left to the local court exclu-
sively, as is the case at present.

Mr. Hearman: Will it affect the decisions
very much?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: For
several reasons, the decisions probably will
be affected. One of the reasons is that
instead of an individual magistrate making
a determination, under the set-up proposed
by the Government he will be accom-
panied by two assessors and the nominee
of the Real Estate Institute would, I take
it, have practical knowledge of some of
the difficulties and tribulations associated
with letting premises. I suppose, in the
order of things, the person representing
the tenants would be urging that rentals
should not be allowed to go above a certain
figure. One other criticism of the existing
set-up has been made not by members
on this side of the Chamber but by people
of opposite political views.

There is a feeling that the courts at pre-
sent sitting in the metropolitan area, where
the great majority of cases are heard, tend
to be generous to the tenants, and also
tend, because those courts have suggested
it is implied in the Act-although my read-
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Ing of the legislation does not suggest it
-that they are somehow bound to assess a
rental, taking into account the considera-
tions that are specified in the Act and
under which increases are automatic. That
is a proposition which ties up with the
scheme proposed by the Government of
having a fair rents court, if it is to remove
entirely any reference whatsoever to any
percentage increases, increased outgoings,
rates, or anything else. The facts of
any case in dispute will be submitted to
this court, and, without being tied in any
way, its representatives will determine
what is a fair 1954 rental.

Mr. Perkins: That will probably be a
Personal opinion. You are not setting
down anything in the law upon which
they will determine the rent.

Mr. Hearman: One would think that
the prospect in regard to rents would be
that, when revised, they would go up more
than down.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I think
that would be the case in the great majority
of instances.

Mr. Hearman: In that case, I do not
see why you object to the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I ob-
ject to it because, by and large, it will
make the whole system loose and remove
the essential control which this Govern-
ment desires to retain over rented premises
at least until the 31st December this year.
It appears that there is a desire to debate,
in extenso, the amendments that are
being sought by the Legislative Council,
but this Chamber has already expressed
itself in the Bill that went to the Legis-
lative Council.

There is violent conflict on two major
principles in the Hill as introduced by the
Government, and experience suggests to
me that they will be the subject of argu-
ment in conference when the final analysis
is made. As we have already resolved the
question according to our views, it is bet-
ter to leave the matter to be finally deter-
mined by those in conference, rather than
to debate once again each of the 20
amendments that are being sought by
another place.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
cannot understand why the members of
the Opposition are so unrealistic in their
approach to this situation. It is all very
well to provide a formula to determine a
rent and to say that either party can go
before the court, if one is free to make
a choice to do so and is not under duress.
But because of the extreme shortage of
accommodation and the great difficulty in
finding it, any person who is in a rented
home has to think very carefully before
he does anything which might result in his
being without a home. It is not much good
asking what the fair rent of a house should
be if one is to be kicked out of it. This
amendment is unfair because there are
more tenants than houses at present. The
demand is strong, and the owners are in

the box-seat. The Opposition would allow
the owner to retain his right to evict the
tenant-

Mr. Hearman: Second reading speech!
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

am making this speech and not the hon.
member, and I am within the Standing
Orders. Because the landlord can give
notice of eviction whenever be likes, that
threat to the tenant is in the background
all the time. If a tenant wants to argue
about the rent or apply to the fair rents
court, it is of no satisfaction to him to
know that if he is evicted the landlord can-
not charge a higher rent than that lawfully
charged at the time So unless he has
the opportunity of getting alternative ac-
commodation, the tenant will be afraid to
assert his rights or to apply for a reduction
in rent.

Mr. Ackland: If he has been a good
tenant, he need fear nothing, but if he is
a bad one, he has everything to fear.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Of
course he need fear. Suppose the land-
lord desires to increase the tent, even al-
though the tenant is a good one. I can
give the hon. member the names of many
people who are to be threatened with an
increase in rent. Today I had a letter from
a woman in South Bunbury who is paying
El13s. a week for rent. She has been told
by the landlord that she will have to pay
£2 15s. per week. If she refuses to agree,
she will get notice to quit.

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver:
But the landlord cannot get an increase
in rent.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That will be of no satisfaction to her.

H-on. Sir Ross MCLarty: How will that
benefit the landlord? The next tenant
will pay the same rental.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It gives the landlord a lever.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Not under this
proposal.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
This proposal will enable the landlord to
use pressure on a tenant, and it is not a
fair bargain at all.

Mr. Perkins: In your opinion, is £2 15iS.
a week a high rental?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I do not know. I have not seen the Prem-
ises. This woman has written to me and
pointed out that she has lived in the house
for a long time. She has asked me if the
landlord can increase her rent from £ 1 13s.
a week to £2 15is. Of course he can, and
if she does not agree, he can put her out.

Mr. Perkins: Perhaps it is fair for
him to put her out.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
And perhaps it is not. The hon. member
knows no more than I do about the matter.
If the rental of £2 15s. a week is not a fair
rental, it allows the landlord, because of
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his power to evict, to coerce this woman
into paying that rental. That is where this
proposal is unfair, because each party has
not an equal opportunity.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: How can he
coerce her?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
By the threat of eviction, because he has
the power to put her out.

Mr. Hearman: This amendment does
not affect that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It is all bound up in the one problem. The
amendment takes out of the Hill what the
Government wished to retain to avoid a
situation such as this. An owner should
not be entitled to put a tenant out because
he will not agree to an increase in rent. If
we agree to that proposal, we agree to ex-
ploitation. This is the only State in the
Commonwealth-

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: No,
it applies in Victoria.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
This is the only State in the Commonwealth
which has seen fit to go as far as this, and
the Opposition now proposes to agree to it.

I-on. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: Are
you quite sure of that, because Victoria
has just changed its legislation?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I am quite sure, and there are Labour Gov-
ernments in some States and an anti-
Labour Government in another. However,
they do not believe that the situation is
su~h that they can, with fairness, proceed
as far as the Opposition wishes to go in
this matter, nor can they until the emerg-
ency ceases to exist. The position would
be entirely different if houses were plenti-
ful. At Present, how many tenants would
take the risk of going to court? I know
of several instances that have been brought
directly to my notice, where the landlord
has said to the tenant, "You cannot afford
to Pay the rent that I want for this place,
and you had better look for another place.
because I am going to Put the rent up and
serve you with a notice to quit". That
action has already been taken. The op-
Position thinks this is all right.

Hon. Sir Ross Mclarty: The Opposi-
tion will prevent it with this amendment.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
amendment does not prevent that at all.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: The Opposition
amendment put forward would prevent it
until August.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
Might hold the position for a month or
two, but it does not prevent such a thing
from happening. It will allow the land-
lord, with power to evict, to coerce the
tenant into paying increased rent. That
is something to which the Government
cannot agree. The Government believes
there should be a fair measure of justice
for both Parties, and does not believe that

one Party should be given the opportunity
to exert pressure on another. The Op-
position's amendment does not achieve the
purpose which the Government desires.

Mr. PERKINS: I wish to make one re-
mark. The Minister for Education has
clouded the issue with his remarks. I con-
sider the Minister for Housing has put the
position quite clearly in explaining what
was required of the proposed court. If
we accept that point of view and give no
direction to the court as to the basis It
should use in determining rent, there
would be something in the suggestion to
constitute a special court. Personally I
do not agree with that, but I can under-
stand the view of the Minister for Hous-
ing. He has expressed a desire to set up
a special court, not fettered with anything
under the Act.

Mr. Ackland: The court would most
likely be a hand-picked court.

Mr. PERKINS: That is possible.
The Minister for Housing: That is a

filthy suggestion. I
Mr. PERKINS: On the other hand, some

of us hold the view that if the court is to
have any jurisdiction over rents at all,
some direction should be given in the Act.
Under those circumstances, the Minister
for Housing must agree that there is not
the same need for a special court. If Par-
liament is to take any action, it should
decide on what basis the determination
should be made and not leave the basis
to the personal opinion of the court. That
is where the fundamental cleavage occurs.
The Minister has said that he will not
accept our point of view, and I do not de-
sire to press further with the matter, ex-
cept to put our point of view very force-
fully.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Firstly,
I would like to say that the member for
Moore has made a most Improper inter-
jection in suggesting that there will be a
hand-picked court. As members know, the
chairman would be a magistrate. No re-
sponsible member could honestly suggest
that there would be any bias on the part
of the magistrate. The second representa-
tive is the nominee of the Real Estate
Institute. From my knowledge, that
institute comprises reputable businessmen.
The only appointment which could be
directed by the Government, If it was so
minded, would be the tenants' representa-
tive. Uinless there is evidence to the con-
trary, the Government should be given the
benefit of the doubt in selecting the third
person.

Some members on this side of the
Chamber have sat on appeal boards as
representatives of employees. I have sat
on one myself. I can say frankly there
were numerous instances when I did not
agree with the submissions of the em-
ployees, and this can be borne out by the
magistrate who was chairman. Whoever
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Is appointed to represent the tenants to
bear a case submitted would act according
to his own conscience. If he felt there
should be an increase, he would order it:
if he felt there should be a decrease, he
would cast his vote in that direction.

The member for Roe suggested that
Parliament should set out instructions to
be taken into consideration when assessing
a fair rental. Apparently, he was not
present the other evening when I Pointed
out that in the original Act--the Increase
of Rent (War Restrictions) Act-certain
Provisions were set down which the court
had to take cognisance of. But it was at
the instigation of members of the Legis-
lative Council that the provision that
there should be no particular direction
given to the court was included.

This Provision was introduced by the
Opposition when it was the Government
and agreed to by the Legislative Council.
It says-

In determining the amount of rent,
the inspector or the court, as the case
may be, shall take into consideration
such factors as the inspector or the
court considers relevant.

There were no stipulated items to be
taken into consideration. There is a free
discretion given to the court at the present
moment, and the Government believes the
same Procedure should be followed by the
proposed fair rents court.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 5-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This

amendmtent is consequential. It seeks to
tidy up the Act in order to bring into
operation the special fair rents tribuinal.
For that reason, I ask the Committee Dot
to agree to the amendment. I move-

tomTat the amendment be not agreed

Question put and Passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 6-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This

amendment is the crux of what, we have
been discussing. Clause 6 seeks to estab-
lish a fair rents court. It also lays down
the constitution of the court and other
matters incidental thereto, such as the
area to be covered. As the Government's
intention is well understood, there is no
option but to oppose the amendment. I
move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 7-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This

seeks to delete the clause which Provides
that the court shall hear and determine
fair rentals, unless the premises are in a
district covered by a fair rents court which

has been appointed. It is obvious, there-
fore, this being a consequential amend-
ment, it must be rejected in order to con-
form to the earier decisions. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed;
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 8-Delete.

the Council's

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
amendment seeks to delete the clause
which amends Section 10 of the principal
Act. This ties up with the divergence of
opinion on the date, to some extent, and
also it covers the position under which at
Present such control of rents as exists is
confined to premises and tenancies enter-
ed into before a certain date. As indi-
cated, the Government considers that
where there is an overcharge of rent, and
this aspect would apply to a great majority
of these cases, the aggrieved party should
have the right to approach the court for a
determination of a fair rental.

Following on what the Deputy Premier
stated, while there is a shortage of accom-
modation, whether it be residential or busi-
ness accommodation, there is every pros-
pect that a certain number, even through a
very small percentage, of owners of such
premises will exploit the position. There
is nothing mystical about it. A certain
date appears in many statutes. Thbe Gov-
ernment feels that any person with a
legitimate case should be given an oppor-
tunity to appear before a court to obtain
redress. The Legislative Council seeks to
defeat that intention of the Government,
and I 'must ask the Committee not to
agree with the amendment. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
No. 6. Clause 9-Delete. -
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Clause

9 is designed to repeal certain sections
of the principal Act, and those sections
are all-important from the Government's
point of view because at the moment they
provide for the cessation of protection
from eviction at the 30th April of this
year. How many people would be af-
fected by this amendment we do not know.
but we feel there would be very many be-
cause of the impossibility of the State
Housing Commission finding accommoda-
tion for them and because we believe, from
experience, the people themselves would not
be able to find accommodation particularly
if there are greater numbers seeking it than
there are at present.

These people will fall victims to those
who let rooms and other such forms of
accommodation because they are excluded
from the provisions of the Act and so
can ask practically what rentals they like.
Under no circumstances can I agree with
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the viewpoint of the Legislative Council
that protection from eviction should ter-
minate on the 30th of this month which,
of course, is only a fortnight or so ahead
of us. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Mr. WILD: Previously I asked the
Minister if he would be prepared to accept
an amendment to extend this period from
the 30th April to the 31st August, but he
would not agree. My main motive was to
separate the two dates. I listened to
the Deputy Premier when he spoke in
general terms on the Bill, but we, the
Opposition, do not believe there will be
the wholesale chaos that he talks about.

We possibly would not be talking rents
and tenancies this evening if the £500,000
that the Minister may, or may not, get
for the Subiaco project were to be put
to the better use of being made available
to the Rural and Industries Hank to lend
out on second mortgage through a special
house-building section. The individual
can get assistance to the extent of £1,500
for a brick house and £1,250 for a timber-
framed house from the Commonwealth
Bank, but that is not sufficient.

If we had an organisation that could
lend a further £750 or £1,000 on second
mortgage, then a man, 'with his own
labour, would be able to help himself;
and the people who would get us out of
these troubles would be the individuals
themselves. In any electorate we find the
good old Australian who has some courage
and guts hammering away to help him-
self. If I had remained Minister for Hous-
ing, what I have suggested is something
we would have done in the next 12 months
or so.

Mr. Lawrence: Do You think the work-
ing class could afford. the repayment of
a second mortgage of £1,000?

Mr. WILD: I understand there were
many second mortgages on homes during
the depression years.

Mr. Lawrence: Yes, but not to the ex-
-tent of £1,000.

Mr. WILD: Money values are different
now. Today, £1,000 is the equivalent of
£300 or £400 in those days.

Mr. Lawrence: It is economically un-
sound at the moment for either the Com-
monwealth Bank or the private banks to
entertain a second mortgage.

Mr. WILD: That is the point I amn
making. I know that, but we want thrift
and initiative on the part of Australians.
The people 150 years ago had courage and
guts. They did not have everything tailor-
made for them on a plate, as the Premier
said some months ago. if we could give
these fellows a second mortgage, I feel
sure that in no time we would be out of
our housing problem, and we would not

.be discussing this matter as we have done
Year by year. I do not think we are in
half the impasse that the Government
Says we are, I suggest that we agree to
the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It
is passing strange that the spokesman for
the Government which has just ceased
alter six years of office, when it had ample
opportunity to do these things, suggests
that certain steps should be taken to pro-
vide financial assistance by second mnort-
gage; and that is following a statement
made by me in this Chamber some 31
months ago to the effect that I was having
prepared legislation for that very purpose.
This indicates that the present Govern-
ment in the first year of office, is giving
attention to a matter that the late Gov-
ernment did not attempt to deal with
over a period of six years.

The position in connection -with the
Subiaco flats is that accommodation will
be provided for a number of people in ex-
cess of comparable accommodation which
could be made available for them if in-
dividual units of housing were provided.
The project will to that extent alleviate
the problem. The Government is not
prepared to take the risk, if it can be
avoided, of having many hundreds of
people turned out on the streets. We say
it is better to err on the side of extreme
caution than to allow that situation to
develop.

Each year for the last six years, the
previous Government introduced legisla-
tion to continue the operations of the
Act to provide protection from 'eviction
for the majority of tenants, yet the
moment it is kicked out of office it
feels there is no necessity for & continua-
tion of the measure. There is no sin-
cerity in the attitude adopted. Is any-
one going to say that the overall position
in regard to accommodation has improved
to such an extent that it will be possible in
a couple of weeks' time to throw over-
board the protection of tenants, whether
they be occupying residential or business
premises?

I suggest that many traders occupying
shops today are in fear and trembling as
to the prospect in the course of a few
weeks when 28 days' notice can be given
to them and the business that they have
built up by working for years will go
overboard. There are distinct difficulties.
in the way of a trader or other business-
man providing his own accommodation by
building a shop or factory for himself.

This is a most important aspect in addi-
tion to the all-important one of housing.
If there is no protection many of the
victims will be women and children. Ac-
cnrdingly I plead with the Committee as
I shall, If the Bill goes to a conference,
plead with the representatives of the Coun-
cil, to take stock of the position and have
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some regard for the seriousness of the
situation which could ensue, and to allow,
at least until the end of this calendar year,
a continuance of the protection which has
been available for so many years.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 10-Delete all the words
in this clause after the word "amended"
in line '7 and substitute in lieu thereat
the following words :-"- by adding at the
end of paragraph (b) of subsection (1) the
following provisos:-

Provided that where after the
thirtieth day of April, one thousand
nine hundred and fifty-four and be-
fore the thirty-first day of December,
one thousand nine hundred and fifty-
four a lessor gives a lessee notice to
quit or terminate the tenancy of any
premises the rent of such premises
on and after the date of such notice
shall not, except by a determination
of the inspector or the Court as the
case may be, exceed the amount of
rent lawfully chargeable on the
twenty-eighth day of April, one thous-
and nine hundred and fifty-four.

Provided further that, in respect to
premises first leased since the twen-
tieth day of December, one thousand
nine hundred and fifty-one, nothing
contained in the last preceding pro-
viso shall preclude the inspector or
the Court, as the case may be, from
determining that the amount of the
rent of any such premises shall be
an amnount less than the amount, of
rent lawfully chargeable on the
twenty-eighth day of April, one thous-
and nine hundred and fifty-four.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: We
had a debate in this Chamber on the
amendment when the Bill was originally
before us, and the arguments were dealt
with exhaustively, so I do not intend to
pursue the matter further this evening
other than to say that in the Govern-
ment's considered view it is essential that
there be a continuation of protection from
eviction; at least until the 31st December
of this year. If that be the case, as with-
out question it is, this amendment of the
Legislative Council is completely without
meaning and would have no effect.

In order to make doubly certain on
that point, during the tea adjournment
I consulted the Parliamentary Draftsman
and he informed me in the terms used by
the Deputy Premier, that because of the
threat of the landlord, if the tenant does
not agree to the rental asked, the alter-
native is 28 days' notice. Although this
is apparently designed to be some form
of Protection, it is a hypothetical protec-
tion and in actual Practice would have no
worth whatever. For that reason, and
because it presupposes the termination of

protection prior to the 31st December of
this year, I cannot agree to the proposi-
tion. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Mr. WILD: I think the Minister would
be well advised to give a little more
thought to this amendment, which is simai-
lar to the one I moved when the Bill was
in Committee on Thursday evening last.
I have heard the arguments advanced by
the Deputy Premier and the Minister and
I know that the amendment will not be
of much use to a man if be gets 28 days'
notice. But I venture the opinion that
nine out of ten of the persons affected
would be bad tenants and therefore it
would not do any harm.

But let us take the case of the landlord.
Surely he will not give notice to his ten-
anit, if the tenant will not agree to an
increase in rent, knowing full well that he
must leave the rent as it is or go to the
court if he wants it increased. While a
few landlords may do that, we come back
to the same point. If the landlord says,
"I am going to bide my time, out you go,"
somebody takes the place of that tenant.
It is not as if a mythical man comes from
Iceland or the Eastern Statez

The Minister for Housing: Unfortu-
nately they are coming from many places
and in great numbers.

Mr. WILD: According to the figures
the Minister has given us, the Govern-
ment is building an astronomical number
of houses and is thereby making up the
leeway.

The Minister for Housing: By compari-
son with your Government, that is true.

Mr. WILD: I think this amendment
gives the tenant a tremendous amount of
protection and the Minister would be well
advised to have another look at it. He
would not listen to us the other evening.
but another place in its wisdom, has
agreed to it. It will give nine out of ten
tenants every protection and the land-
lord will think ten times before be
puts a tenant out or threatens him with
eviction. The average person who has
enough intelligence to save a few thou-
sand pounds to buy a few houses is not
a complete fool, and he knows that it is
better to have the horse he knows than
one he does not know. Therefore I think
the Minister should accept the proposi-
tion.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 11-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:. This

amendment seeks to delete certain provi-
sions that relate to the fair rents court.
At present the Act refers to a court and the
Bill made it read, "A court or fair rents
court." In view of its earlier decision to
delete reference to the fair rents court, the
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legislative Council seeks to do the same
jn this instance. As we have already
~agreed to retain the lair rents court, it
-follows that this clause should be retained.
J move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 12-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING; This

impinges on what I stated earlier, that
the Government wants all persons who
feel aggrieved in the matter of rentals.
whether they be owners or tenants, to
have the right of approach to an inde-
pendent tribunal for a fair determination.
In other words, this clause merely seeks
to keep the Bill in conformity with those
provisions to which we have already agreed.
Therefore, I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 10. Clause 13-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Be-

cause we provided in the earlier part of
the measure for a special court to hear
cases concerning rentals and struck out
the word "court" in the ordinary sense, the
Government has inserted an interpreta-
tion of the word "Court" which is to deal
with the question of evictions. It is the
opinion of the Government that the Local
Court should continue in the future, as
it has in the past, to deal with eviction
cases and accordingly this is a consequen-
tial amendment. For that reason I can-
not agree to the Proposal of the Legisla-
tive Council and I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 14-Delete.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
amendment relates to the desire of the
Government to remove from the Act refer-
ence to Section 20A as agreed to last De-
cember. which removes at the 30th April,
premises from protection against eviction.
We have already determined that issue
and I ask the Committee to disagree with
this amendment. I Move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 12. Clause 15-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This

amendment is on all fours with the pre-
vious one and I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 13. Clause 16-Delete paragraph
(a).

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
amendment also seeks to delete words con-
tained in the original Bill, which words
were designed to remove reference to Sec-
tion 2OA. Paragraph (b) of that section
deals with the period of ownership and
notice, a matter on which the member for
Nedlands and I were able to come to some
measure of agreement. That, I note, is
one of the few provisions that the Legis-
lative Council has accepted but for the
reasons given earlier, I must ask the Com-
mittee to disagree with the amendment.
I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question Put and passed: the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 14. Clause 17-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This

is also a case of getting rid of 'that ter-
rible Section 20A. For the reasons I have
already given, I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 15. Clause 18-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This

clause is to repeal Section 20A and, as
the Committee has already agreed to con-
test the viewpoint of the Legislative Coun-
cil, I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to,

Mr. COURT: I have noticed, throughout
the discussions on these amendments that
there has been no indication from the
Minister as to what ground he is prepared
to give in this matter. I invite his atten-
tion to the amendment placed on the
notice paper by the member for Dale
when we were considering the measure
for the first time. It provided that there
would be complete Protection until the
end of August for Potential evictees who
were to be evicted under the legislation
dealt with last December. In my opinion
that would achieve a desirable state of
affairs inasmuch as it would withhold for
four months, from the end of April, the
threat of eviction.

The Minister for Housing: It presup-
poses that the housing position can be
solved in another four months.

Mr. COURT: I will come to that in
a moment and deal with the point raised
by the Minister, because it is a vital part
of my argument. First and foremost, the
withholding of the threat of eviction for
four months would give ample time for
tenants to settle differences with their
landlords, or go to the court, because if
the court cannot deal with this matter in
four months, there is something wrong
with the machinery. I feel that four
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months would be adequate to avoid any
abuse of the freedom that might be given
to some of these landlords after the end
of August. But in view of the fact that
the Government was not prepared to ac-
cept the first amendment dealing with
Clause 10, it followed that it would not
accept the other amendments. I ask the
Minister to give serious consideration to
the matter for the reasons he has men-
tioned.

It is assumed that in the next four
months there will be some improvement
in the housing situation because of the
Government's efforts, but it would not be
so great as to solve the problem overnight
if it is as bad as the Minister would have
us believe. Of course, we do not agree
that it is. Let us deal with the matter
during the normal session of Parliament
in September, October and November and
part of December in the knowledge that
this legislation would expire unless re-
newed on the 31st December, 1954. If
the Minister is adamant and we find that
at the end of December the Legislative
Council has not renewed the rents and
tenancies emergency provisions, the crisis,
if there were one, would then have to be
dealt with outside the normal parliament-
ary session.

The Minister for Housing: That pre-
sents no difficulties.

Mr. COURT: It means convening an-
other parliamentary session.

The Minister for Housing: That would
only mean a postage stamp to each of the
80 members.

Mr. COURT: It is not as simple as
that. If the Minister can terminate this
machinery while the House is sitting in
September, October and November, is it
not better to deal with the situation with
the known facts after eviction protection
has ceased instead of calling Parliament
together? I hope the Minister will bear
in mind the amendment moved by the
member for Dale which would have
achieved a very desirable state of affairs.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
.think the remarks of the member for
Nedlands require a few words. If we for-
get our political differences, I think every-
body will admit that if there is a hous-
ing crisis at the moment there will still
be one in four months time. So if we
agree to the proposition submitted by the
member for Dale. which only has a pass-
Ing reference to the matter we are dis-
cussing at the moment, it would mean
that the Government would have to go
through the 'same process of trying to
introduce continuing legislation prior to
the end of August as it is doing now. A
responsible Government cannot sit back
and see legislation run out, or wait until
many families are in dire distress and
then after the horse has bolted set about
closing the gate.

Mr. Court: Most of the differences would
have been settled; they would have had
four months in which to hammer them out.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: A ten-
ant is in no position to argue or reason
with his landlord if the latter says, "Toe
the line or at the end of a certain period
you will be on 28 days notice." If he
was a married man with children, the ten-
ant would know perfectly well how fin-
possible it would be to get other accom-
modation and he would have to listen
to the honeyed words of the landlord
and pay the extra £2. or whatever the
sum might be. asked of him.

The alternative for a family man is too
awful to contemplate. I am now speaking
of what I believe to be only a small per-
centage of landlords against whom we
desire to provide protection. The Police
Force, as somebody pointed out, is not
necessary for 98 per cent. of the popula-
tion, but we still have uniformed and
plain clothes men to see that the law is
maintained.

Legislation is designed to protect people
who through no fault of their own are
unable to get other accommodation: it is
designed to protect them against that
small number of landlords who would cash
in on the situation. To delay the process
for four months when nothing of a sub-
stantial nature could be done because of
the shortness of the period to alleviate
the housing position, is to my mind asking
Parliament to do twice something that
should be done in one action. That is
why the Government proposes that pro-
tection shall continue until the 31st De-
cember and no period less.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 16. Clause 19-Delete.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
clause relates to Section 22 of the principal
Act which deals with protected persons.
It is sought to provide some interpretation
of "court" as it relates to the ordinary
individual who is not protected. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 17. Clause 20-Delete.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
Legislative Council seeks to delete the
provisions in the Bill which cover that
interim period in case, through any form
of misadventure, there was a gap between
the termination of protection and the
coming into operation of the amendment
as set out in the Bill. The necessity for
that is evident. While we expect a certain
course of events, we cannot say with any
degree of certainty when this session will
finish and when the amending legsslauo
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will be assented to. As this is a machinery
:matter and not vital to the principle of
the Bill, I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

'Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 18. Clause 21-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This

is a matter of adding the words "fair rents
court" where the Act refers to the Local
Court. We have determined that a fair
rents court shall be established and this
proposition automatically follows. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Minister
for Education, Mr. Wild, and the Minister
for Housing drew up reasons for not agree-
ing to the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

ADDRESS-IIN-REPLY.
Third Day.

Debate resumed from the 7th April.

Mr. HUTCHINSON (Cottesloc) [8.431:
My intention was to confine my remarks
to one topic, but the answers given to
several questions in this Chamber have
prompted me to make reference to the
replies that members receive to their ques-
tions. I have a feeling that departmental
officers must take a fortnight off, or some-
thing of that sort, in order to prepare
answers that are evasive and certainly in-
furiating to those who have asked the
questions. It could be that this is the
fault of the member concerned in not fram-
ing his question as clearly as it should
be worded, but I think that Ministers
should instruct departmental officers to be
more specific in the answers they prepare.
We had the same experience under the
previous Government, and I believe it is
the wish of a number of members that
Ministers would be more determined in
their efforts to give members greater satis-
faction in the answers that are supplied.

There is one matter upon which I wish
particularly to speak because it pertains
not only to my electorate but also to the
State, by and large, and is causing me
considerable concern. I refer to the mat-
ter of beach erosion in the Cottesloe area.
although the subject is not peculiar to that
locality. I recently went along Marine
Parade-the ocean road at Cottesloe-and
was alarmed at the damage being done by
erosion. I am not referring so much to
the bathing beaches as to the erosion which
is endangering the roadway itself and ad-
jacent private properties.

The locality which is most endangered
by the encroachment of the sea is in the
vicinity of Deane and Pearse-sts. If the
engineers were to go there they would find
that the sandhifls, which at one time
formed quite a bulwark against the sea,
have been unable to resist the wind and
weather and have been worn away to within
6ft. of the brick retaining wall. That
poses a problem which should be con-
sidered thoroughly by the Public Works
Department. In answer to a question the
Minister for Works this evening assured
me that consideration would be given to
the position.

I do not know whether it is the preroga-
tive of the Minister to carry on with
the matter from there or whether one of
his departmental officers then informs him
of the full facts, but at all events I hope he
has taken a note of the question and will
give it his immediate attention because at
Present it needs only a storm of not more
than average intensity and Marine Parade
will be endangered if not, in parts, washed
away.

Members will recollect that I1 asked the
Minister for Health whether, in view of
the proposal to build the new Fremantle
hospital on a site in Hilton Park. con-
sideration had been given to the impact
on the public of the transport involved
and the added Cost to patients and visitors
of travelling and the general inaccessi-
bility of the new site as compared with
the present position of the institution. To
that question the Minister replied that
consideration had been given to the mat-
ter and, further, that provision of a hos-
pital for the area was not a matter which
could be considered in the light of today's
circumstances but in the light of condi-
tions that will arise in the future.

On the face of it that appears to be a
fair answer and yet it almost gives the lie
to what the department intends should
occur, because the most central portion of
the Fremantle area is the City of Fre-
mantle and the hospital is much more
accessible in that area-for people of all
the districts surrounding Fremantle-than
it would be at Hilton Park. Undoubtedly
building will go on further afield in that
suburb but people coming from the north
and south of the City of Fremantle
would have to change transport there in
order to get to Hilton Park. I suggest that
modern hospital practice insists that big
base hospitals are built in a central area
and where there is not the space available
to expand laterally such a hospital must go
upwards. Again I hope that departmental
officers can be persuaded to be more speci-
fic-

Mr. Hill called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
Mr. HUTCHINSON: The calling of this

special session, involving a debate on the
Address-in-reply, affords me the OPPor-
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tunity of bringing forward a matter which
I feel is at least equal in importance to
the reason which has brought this Rouse
together at the present time. I draw the
attention of all concerned to the very
serious shortage of accommodation at the
Fremnantle hospital. Instead of saying
"serious' I should Perhaps use the word
"alarming," and I hope to show that there
is every justification for the use of that
term. After making several points and
quoting certain figures related to the ac-
commodation offering to patients at the
F'remantle hospital, I will draw some con-
clusions on a broader basis which will have
some bearing on the general policy of the
overall development of the State.

The history of the Fremantle hospital
buildings gives a fairly clear picture of a
make-do policy and of stop-gap action.
Throughout its fairly colourful story there
is little Practical evidence of any real
long-range hospital planning. True, there
have been certain individuals and hospital
boards that have attempted to do their
best in the interests of the people of
the Fremantle area in the matter of hos-
pitalisation. But in the Year of our Lord,
1954, the Government appears to be as
far from commencing the construction of
the new hospital as ever before.

I think the matter is so urgent that.
were the people to know the truth, there
would be a great public outcry. The
original building of the Fremantle hospi-
tal was erected in the years lass to 1858.
I have not bothered to ascertain for what
purpose it was first constructed but in
1897 the building was opened as a hospi-
tal and served, with minor modifications
and alterations, for many years until, in
1928, the male medical and surgical sec-
tions were constructed. In that year also
the children's ward was built. In 1933 the
casualty block was added and then the
female surgical block was built in 1939,
while the nurses' quarters were also com-
pleted in that year.

It was in 1950, 1 think, that Bundi-
Kudja, a small private hospital in
H-ampden-rd. was purchased by the Gov-
ernment for nurses' accommodation. Then
Warwick House. a further building, was
added to the list of annexes to the Fre-
mantle hospital in about the same year.
In 1953 a house in Stirling-st was taken
over by the Government as accommoda-
tion for nurses at the Fremantle hospital
and at present a plan is being considered to
transform the present night nurses' quar-
ters at the hospital into a ward which will
hold about 17 beds. It is also proposed that
the Bundi-Kudja nurses accommodation
should be extended to accommodate from
22 to 30 nurses, although that plan has
not yet reached fruition.

Obviously the Fremantle hospital has
had a fairly hotch-Potch history and the
latest plan, as at present envisaged, will,
if adopted, almost certainly put an end
to this make-do Policy as there does not

appear to be any other building in the
hospital grounds which could be utilised to
expand the number of hospital beds. That
will put a limit to the stop-gap action and
if the plan is adopted, as I hope it will be.
consideration will then have to be given
to the establishment of the new hospital.

From this brief history it is interesting to
note that by 1928 the hospital had bed
space available for 134 patients. In 1939
the building provided for a further 67 beds.
making a total of 201 beds at the hospital.
Between 1939 and 1954 no further hospital
accommodation was made available with
the possible exception of one or two beds
added at certain times of domestic crises
internally. In the period from 1939 to 1953
a number of private hospitals in the Fre-
mantle area were forced to close down and
that further accentuated the shortage of
hospitalisation in the Fremantle zone.

At this stage I feel we should have a
closer look at the 201 beds which are sup-
posedly available to the people of the Fre-
mantle hospital zone. Firstly, 39 of these
beds are for children, leaving 162 for
adults. Of this number -the hospital
organisation stipulates that three should
be used for T.B. cases, three for sick nurses,
-which has proved inadequate on occa-
sions-and that one should be used for
resident doctors. Therefore the total beds
available for adults in the Fremantle hos-
pital zone is 165. It should also be pointed
out that the population of the rremantle
zone in the year 1949, as outlined by the
Commissioner of Public Health in his 1950
report, was 65,000.

To the nearest decimal figure. 155 general
adult hospital beds represent 2.4 beds per
1,000 population. That figure means very
little to the layman and it must be com-
pared with the authoritative figures given
by hospital authorities, no matter where
they may be. In this regard, two different
but leading American hospital authorities,
one McEacharn and the other Rlosenfield,
considered that five adult beds per thousand
are necessary for an urban community. I
have just pointed out that 155 beds for
the Fremantle hospital zone represents 2.4
beds per 1,000 population. The figure of .5
beds for the children of an urban com-
munity is adequate.

This means that in the Fremantle zone,
for a population of 69,000 in 1949. 325 beds
were required for adults or five beds per
1,000 population. It also means that
childrens' hospital bed requirements, on
McEacharn's figures, were fairly well
catered for because .5 beds per 1,000 popu-
lation for a total population of 65,000
means a total of 33 beds. AS I pointed out,
39 beds were available then and are still
available so that children are well catered
for. Therefore, in interpreting these
figures generally we find that in 1949 a
350-bed hospital would have been almost
sufficient to meet the hospital bed require-
ments of the Fremantle zone.
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However, at that time and from 1939
onwards, my analysis has shown that only
155 beds were available, or, putting it an-
other way, in 1949 our hospital bed re-
quirements were less than 50 per cent, of
what they should have been. Now let us look
as stoutly as we can at the position in
1954. Since 1949 there has been a sub-
stantial increase in the population of this
State, particularly in the Fremantle hos-
pital zone. We all know that great strides
have been made in the industrial sphere
and that whole new suburbs have been
created where previously almost virgin
bush existed.

This means that there has been a conse-
quential rise in the hospital bed require-
ments for 1954. 1 do not know the present
population of the region in question, but
one can probably estimate that it has
jumped from 05,000 to about 70,000 plus.
In any event, the most conservative state-
ment that can be made on the population
of this area is that it is increasing steadily.
As far as the hospital bed requirements
in Fremantle are concerned, we are at
least a quarter of a century behind the
times. In the future we cannot look on
such a position as complacently and as
apathetically as we have done in the past.

In case it may be felt that I have
strayed too far afield in quoting figures
given by American authorities, including
McEacharn, I would like to quote the
figures on the standard requirements which
were given to me last week by the Minister
for Health in answer to my question as
follows:-

What are considered to be the
modern hospital bed requirements
for-

(a) Adult general hospital cases
per 1,000 population in an urban
community?

To that the Minister replied, "4.7 per 1,000
population." So it can be seen that there
is little difference between the figures given
by the American authorities, namely, five
beds per 1,000 and the figure of 4.7 per
1,000 given by the Minister. The second
part of my question was-

What
modern
for-

are considered to be the
hospital bed requirements

(W' Children's hospital bed re-
quirements in an urban community?

to which the Minister replied, "0.8 per
1,000 population." Therefore, this figure
also does not differ very greatly from the
American figure that I quoted, namely, .5
beds for 1,000 population. So it will be seen
from the figures I have quoted that the
ease I have tried to build up on them has
a pretty firm foundation.

In order to stress the necessity for vision.
which should be coupled with practical
achievement, I have prepared some further
figures which show the trend of population

and the resultant hospital bed require-
ments at five beds Per 1,000 population.
The figures are as follows:-

Year.
1921
1933
1949

Population.
44,000
50,000
65,000

Beds
Required.

220
250
325

From here on the population will have to
be estimated and for 1954 I have written
down the figure of 70.000. The beds re-
quired for that population number 350.
In 1970 I have estimated that the popula-
tion will be 85,000 with a hospital bed re-
quirement of 425.

I feel that the significant upward curve
that is indicated by those figures shows
that steps should be taken immediately to
remedy the disasters that have occurred
in the past because of faulty planning over
the Years. This is not a political question.
It merely shows how inadequate the hos-
pital bed requirements of this region have
been in the past, and I consider that we
should take immediate steps to Plan for
adequate provision for any future expan-
sion.

Before ending this section of the subject
I would like to refer back to the set-up
of the Fremantle hospital as it exists to-
day. I mentioned that the hospital can
offer only 155 adult beds for the treat-
ment of the sick in the Fremantle area.
The construction and arrangement of the
wards in the Frenmantle hospital area so
apportions the beds that great concern
should be felt by the women of that region.
The 155 beds which I have mentioned are
divided into 59 beds for females and 96
beds for males. Already I have shown
that 155 hospital beds for a population
of 65,000 people mean 2.4 beds Per 1,000.
That, by all modemn standards, is hope-
lessly inadequate.

What a shocking state of affairs exists
in the Fremantle hospital zone when it
is considered that only 59 beds are avail-
able for females! That represents 1.8 beds
per 1,000 Population. Those figures speak
for themselves. If members care to make a
study of them they will find that they really
are alarming. I said before that 2.4 beds per
1.000 populaion are hopelessly inadequate,
but 1.8 beds per 1,000 females in the F're-
mantle hospital zone is more than hope-
lessly inadequate. It is a striking indict-
ment of our ill-balanced development. In
fact, It is possibly more than that. In this
day and age it savours of mediaeval think-
ing so far as hospital bed requirements
for our womenfolk In that district are con-
cerned.

To clarify a few Points, first and f ore-
most I offer no criticism of the staff of
the F'remantle hospital. It is conducted
most efficiently. But I do condemn the
make-do policy of the past. That must
be overcome in the future and we must
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plan the development of the State with
greater forethought. One thing is clear;
the Fremantle hospital is not large enough.

Hon. A. F. Watts: The construction
cost for a hospital bed is about £6,000.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: That is correct
for a bed in a large hospital. I would
Point out that in order to complete the
Plan for enlargement of the Fremantle
hospital by providing 17 more beds, the
cost would be as low as £2,000 per bed.
The Government should take advantage
of that low figure. Some people adopt
a laissez faire attitude. They seem to con-
sider that the State is getting along all
right, that people go into hospitals, they
are cured and they are sent out, why then
the need for all this fuss? The answer
to that, of course, is that patients in hos-
pitals nowadays are treated as numbers.

Modern medical practice suggests that
Patients should not be treated as numbers,
but as individuals. Under present-day
circumstances that is not possible. I have
spoken to a number of doctors on this
matter and they all assured me that there
is too great a tendency at present, with
a serious shortage of accommodation in
hospitals, to discharge patients before they
are properly cured. That is done because
another patient in a more advanced stage
of illness requires treatment and hospitali-
sation. This practice may result in fur-
ther hospitalisation of patients discharged
before they are cured and will undoubtedly
add to the sum of human misery.

By this method the hospitals suffer, the
treatment suffers and training is inade-
quate. The only advantage is that an
efficient turnover of patients is shown. In
recent researches I have undertaken, it
appears that modern medical practice
strives not so much to cure sickness as
to prevent it. That can hardly be done
with the present shortage of accommoda-
tion. I shall not attempt to compute the
human suffering, misery, anguish and the
thought of further hospitalisation brought
about. I leave all that to the imagination.

Let us see what the position is with re-
gard to the need for a new hospital in Fre-
mantle. I assume the Minister and the de-
partment recognise the necessity for greatly
increased hospital accommodation. How-
ever the fact remains that nothing is being
done because, as the Leader of the Country
Party pointed out, it costs £6,000 to con-
struct accommodation for one bed in a large
hospital. I am aware that finance is
a stumbling block and I shall touch on
that later. Several points have to be
cleared, the first of which relates to the
site of the hospital. I asked this question
on the 7th April-

(1) Where is the proposed site for
the new Fremantle hospital?

(2) Have all parties concerned been
fully and definitely informed of
the whereabouts of the site?

(3) Does the Fremantle City Council
at present hold the title deeds to
the proposed site?

(4) If so, what is causing the delay
in the matter of satisfactory ar-
rangements being concluded with
the Fremantle City Council for it
to relinquish the site in ques-
tion?

(5) If not, why is there a delay at
all?

I received the following reply:-
(2), (3), (4) and (5). The Fre-

mantle City Council has agreed to
transfer the land to the Crown, but
has asked for certain compensation.
Negotiations are not complete.

I understand that the compensation asked
for by the council is an exchange of re-
serve land. Apparently negotiations have
been going on for some time and are still
proceeding.

I can understand delay on account of
iance, materials or labour, but surely

the matter of a transfer of site should
present little difficulty to the Government
and surely the Minister can reach agree-
ment on that point. It seems to give
emphasis to what has occurred in past
years--bickering, delay, lack of decisive
action. I also asked the following ques-
tion:-

How many patients will be accom-
modated at the Fremantle hospital?

The reply was--
At the completion of the first stage

350, completion second stage 600.
No one can quarrel with that except to
say that 350 beds at present would be
inadequate. In view of the figures 1 have
given, the only conclusion which can be
arrived at is that an attempt should be
made to build for 500 beds immediately so
as to ensure certainty of accommodation
for the future.

So far, I have confined my remarks to
the Fremantle hospital and the zone it
serves. It is obvious that the same state of
affairs regarding shortages of accommoda-
tion exists in other hospitals. In fact, it
is State wide. Nor is the accommodation
problem peculiar to hospitals. Why, the
very reason we are here is because the
Government is apprehensive abouts its
inability to provide housing accom-
modation. Apparently there is a
shortage in that direction. There is
also a serious shortage of accommodation
in schools. If evidence is required one
has only to take the Perth Boys' High
School, the largest high school in the
State. The hours are staggered in order
to cope with the large attendance. They
begin their work in staggered periods from
8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

I need not emphasise how disastrous that
is. The Minister no doubt realises that if
possible that position should be avoided.
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Classes are conducted in bat rooms, staff
rooms, halls and all manner of places.
Even class-rooms are overcrowded. In
some classes there are too many pupils for
the size of the room. This does not tend
to promote the welfare of the pupils.

It is a Utopian dream to imagine that
such adjuncts as libraries, gymna-
siums or ablution blocks can be pro-
vided. Furthermore, how can we, in the
Present state of affairs, even dream of
attempting to achieve that admfrable
objective of increasing the school-
leaving age? It seems to be beyond our
Capacity entirely. If we were to do it,
we would only create greater over-crowd-
ing and lessen the opportunities of the
pupils who are in already overcrowded
classrooms. Undoubtedly such a step would
lead to the further lowering of our stan-
dards, when we all want to raise them.
We have at least an unholy trinity of ac-
commodation problems in hospitals, in
schools and in housing. Personally, I am
afraid I am not able to put them in order
of priority, although someone else might
be able to. One can think of a great many
reasons for putting any one of the three
on top of the priority list.

So it seems that our present and future
commitments in hospitals, schools and
housing will never be satisfactorily solved,
to say the least, and a major break-down
could occur, to say the worst, unless a
definite relationship is established between
these problems of accommodation and
actual development of the country. That
is the crucial point, although it is a gen-
eral one, on which I base the whole of
what I have been talking about. I be-
lieve there must be a closer integration
of these matters so that in general our
health care, our shelter and our education
march forward together with our further
development and, of course, our modern
concept of social progress in the widest
sense.

Therefore, Governments, to my mind,
must be more positive in trying to bal-
ance the State's development. They must
try to be more ruthless in channelling or
diverting loan moneys from the industrial
sphere or from certain public works or un-
necessary projects in order that the State's
housing, hospital and education, and even
cultural requirements, are adequately
catered for. I know that it is well-nigh
impossible for Governments to do all that
they would like because we remain finan-
cially subservient to the Commonwealth
Government.

Then, too, we never appear to get a suf-
ficiency of moneys from the Loan Council.
As a matter of fact, apart from seces-
sion-and it really does not take much to
rouse my 1933 secessionist feelings--I can
not see how our financial position is going
to improve materially, or when the State
will be able to formulate its own financial
policy; or even direct loan moneys as the

Government feels they should be expended.
But at least under the present scheme of
things, Governments could, I feel sure,
do more to bring about that balanced
development that I speak of and which
I feel to a great extent is a field that has
been virtually unexplored.

I would like to make a very imnportant
point here, namely, that in this integrated
design that I mentioned earlier, a great
deal of attention must be paid to migra-
tion. I believe that migration must be
contiuiled, that is, to the extent that it
is within the State's powers to plan its
balanced development. I cannot for the
life of me see that a population of 10,000,000
in five years' time is going to be more
beneficial to us than a population of
9,250,000, yet it will make all the difference
to our plans for development in that unholy
trinity of accommodation problems that I
mentioned earlier.

All steps should be taken to persuade
the Federal Government that, as, far as
migration is concerned, we lose far more
than we gain when our tax reimburse-
menits and loan moneys are inadequate to
cope with what we want to do in develop-
ing our State in the matter of health-care,
shelter, educational and cultural standards.
It deleteriously affects us in these matters.
I believe our aim should be not merely the
elimination of 1954 deficiencies, but a pro-
gramme of development so that we may
cater adequately for posterity.

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) 19.371. There
are many matters I would like to
speak on, but most of them can be left
until the usual session of Parliament in
July or August. There is one of urgency,
however, that I wish to mention now, and
it is with reference to a suggestion that
has been made that the Minister for Mines
should make a trip to Canada to view
the developments there and see how
Alberta, in particular, has benefited by its
legislation and management of the oil flow
in that Province.

I understand that in October of this
year the huge reservations which are held
by the Ampol Company arc likely to be
reviewed. A map which appeared in the
"Daily News' of the 11th February shows
that this company has concessions for ex-
ploration from the South Australian border
in the north, all round the coast of West-
ern Australia to Augusta in the south.
Whilst I believe that the company which
Pioneered and first fo and oil in this State
should be given evcry consideration to
explore and develop a reasonable area,
I think it will be found in October of
this year that the Government will be
faced with the question of reallocating
some parts of Western Australia.

At present, from this map, I would say
that Ampol has exploration rights over at
least one-third of the State. Whilst I
believe that everyone in this community
wishes to see the company treated
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fairly, these problems will have to be faced
by the Government. Either tonight or
tomorrow I anticipate that this ses-
sion will conclude. There is ample time
for a delegation to go to Canada and come
to some decision on what it believes would
be to the best advantage of this State.

In 1936 Alberta was a bankrupt State
to the extent that she repudiated her
debts. In 1951 she owed, as a public debt,
a matter of only £10,500,000. It is fan-
tastic when we compare that figure with
the national debt of Western Australia at
the end of the last financial year when
it was £152,141,000. So we can realise
the state this country can get into if we
have a set-back at this period. Some
people claim that Alberta got through her
financial difficulties because of some weird
financial arrangement, but there has never
been anything but orthodox finance In the
Province of Alberta.

The very satisfactory position in which
the Province finds itself today is brought
about by the wise handling of the oil of
that country. On a previous occasion I
read to this Assembly portions of the
speech delivered at the time of the intro-
duction of the Budget in Alberta in 1952.
1 have no intention of doing that again,
but I do remind members that the Premier
of Alberta stated in that speech that the
Province did not believe in socialistic en-
terprises. It believed in encouraging
private enterprise to the full but it in-
sisted that the natural resources of the
State should be used for the benefit of
the State, inasmuch as private industry.
which was encouraged to develop those re-
sources, should pay adequately into the cof -
fers of the State.

I think it would be an excellent idea if
the Minister for Mines and a qualified
officer of the department made a trip to
Canada before our next session of Parlia-
ment commences in July or August. I will
go further and suggest to the Premier that
he increase the delegation by including
one member from each of the parties
represented here, so that the delegation
could possibly formulate a policy which
would be a State policy, irrespective of
which Government occupied the Treasury
bench. I believe that would be an excel-
lent move, and that it would be worth
far more than the expense it would entail.

Mr. Moir: Why not let us all go?

Mr. ACKLAND: That would be quite
ridiculous, but it is not ridiculous to sug-
gest that a delegation of four, led by the
Minister for Mines, should make the trip.
I made much the same suggestion the
day the discovery of oil in this State was
reported in our Press. Since then, I have
noticed that the Press, and different in-
dividuals, have made somewhat similar
suggestions, and it would not be unique
because the United Kingdom has been in
the habit of sending what are known as
productivity committees to visit the United

States. This is done at frequent intervals,
and all phases of industry and industrial
organisations are represented on those
comm ittees, which are set up with the idea
of increasing the efficiency of United
Kingdom industry.

I have no intention of labouring this
question, but when one considers what
has been done in Alberta by wise laws
and careful handling of a national asset,
one realises how essential it is. In 1936,
Alberta was compelled to repudiate her
obligations, but has made enormous
strides since then. I believe that the Pos-
sibilities of oil in this State are enorm-
ous. One company has already struck oil
at least on one occasion, and it has on the
water at the present time new oil-boring
plants, which are to operate in various
parts of the State. We know also that one
or two other companies are about to start
boring for oil, and these hard-headed
American companies in particular are not
wasting their money in this country.

The Government would be wise if it
sent the Minister for Mines, and at least
one official of his department to Canada
I make the same suggestion as appeared
in "The West Australian," and I also con-
sider that some of those men who are
likely to be in this Chamber for many years
to come should accompany them. One
member from each of the three political
parties would make a most suitable dele-
gation; it would not cost the country too
much and, in the long run, would be of
great benefit in formulating a poicy to
make the best use of our oil. The com-
panies must be given a reasonable oppor-
tunity to explore for oil, but the interests
of the State should not be forgotten.

RON. DAME FLORENCE CABDELL-
OLIVER (Subiaco) [9.50]: 1 do not wish
to take very long, but I want to say a
few words on the Address-in-reply. The
Governor's Speech dealt mainly with our
Royal visitors, and I am sure that every
member, and every loyal person in West-
ern Australia, was glad to know that there
was such a demonstration of loyalty and
affection for the Queen and the Duke.

For a few moments I want to deal with
the opening of this session. in my opinion,
this is purely an electioneering session, and
in such eases we should find some other
means of opening the proceedings instead
of calling upon the Queen's representative.
I do not know how that could be done, but I
am sure the Premier could find aL way. This
session is a pure farce, as we all know,
anid, in my opinion, the Bill for which
this special session of Parliament was con-
vened was not dealt with in an adroit
fashion by the Minister.
* In fact, tonight we heard more about it
than we did in the Minister's opening
speech, which was simply a rambling
statement, in which he abused the Press.
As we all know, when one abuses the Press,
one always gets a certain amount of pub-
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licity, and perhaps the Minister knows
that, too. He then praised himself and
his peculiar friend, the architect, for their
brain wave in copying the Russian flats
and portraying what might be built on thle
smallest possible block. of land so as to
crowd in the greatest number of mortals.

The Minister for Housing: Do we have
to listen to this?

Hon. flame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: If you do not like it, go
out!i

The Minister for Housing: I am inclined
to accept your invitation.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: The flats that are proposed can
be seen in America and other countries,
but we do not want, and I do not think
any member opposite wants, this foreign
element to creep in here.

The Minister for Housing: You ask the
people who are looking for accommodation.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: I know as many of them as
does the Minister.

The Minister for Housing: It is all right
for you. You live in a decent home, so
you do not want a flat.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: The Minister made panicking
statements--he made them again tonight
-of what would happen alter the 30th
April. He is not a Prophet. He does not
know. He should wait and see.

The Minister for Housing: You are a
dead loss.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: The Minister made the state-
ment, and the Bill has been introduced
purely for electioneering purposes. it Is
well known that when Subiaco was selected
for these grotesque flats, members of the
Government expressed the view that they
could win the Subiaco seat if they could
increase the population by putting some
of their awn people into that city.

The Minister for Housing: When and
where was that opinion expressed? It is
a complete and utter untruth.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: Members will recall that when
I opposed this folly flat scheme, the mem-
ber for South F'remantle interjected and
said, "You are afraid of losing your seat."~
No less than three members have told
people whom I know intimately that it
was discussed in their hearing. The mem-
ber for South Fremantle does not realise,
because he has not been here long enough,
that some members have the respect of
voters, irrespective of party, and those
people vote accordingly. Of course, mem-
bers opposite know that it is easy to win
any seat; they have done It on two occa-
sions in the North-West, simply by pack-
ing the electorates.

The Minister for Housing: Do you know
that the ex-member for Canning did not
want houses built in his electorate because
he was afraid of being beaten.

.Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: My dear friend, I never believe
a ward you say, so please keep quiet!
In his speech, the Minister said that all
the members of the Sublaco council had
agreed to the flats being built.

The Minister for Housing: Unanimously.
Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-

OLIVER: I will tell members what really
happened. The Minister visited the Subiaco
council and put forward his mad scheme.
He was asked, after a good deal of dis-
cussion. "If we disagree with the scheme,
will you still build the flats?" W~hat was
the reply? "Yes, I have the power: I am
Graham."'

The Minister for Housing: Let us hope
not!

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: Further discussion was useless,
and when Subiaco citizens beard of the
decision, they called, as members know,
an indignation meeting and the hall was
filled. Some prominent Labour members,
not in the House, spoke in favour of the
flats, but the great majority of people
at the meeting spoke against the proposal.
and 90 per cent. of them voted against
"Graham's Folly" being built in Subiaco.

The Minister for Housing: How many
vd .ted against it?

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: I stated the figure once. How
many members of this House know the
location of the flats? This small plot
of land is bounded by Thomas-st., Bagot-
rd., Coghlan-rd. and Barker-rd. Thomas-
st. has a small area of land free, but where
could they put an entrance or a backyard?
Bagot-rd. is entirely built upon and in
Coghlan-rd. and Barker-rd. more than half
of the area has been built upon. This means
that there is only a small area of land at
the corner of Coghlan-rd. and Barker-rd.
upon which to build a decent front, and
the flats will have the backyards of other
houses surrounding them. This small
area-and this is the wicked part about the
Minister's action-has been used for many
years by the children in the existing flats,
and adjacent houses: there are 14 flats
already there.

The Minister for Housing: You will be
proud of them.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: The reason the Subiaco council
has used this for a children's playground
is that there is no other vacant land near
that area.

The minister for Housing: They ought
to get a new member for the district.

Ron. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: I would willingly vacate the seat
if the Minister would not continue with the
Subiaco flats.
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The Minister for Housing: You almost
tempt me.

Hon. Dame FLORENICE CARDELL-
OLIVER: Another point is, has the Mini-
ster considered whether there is room
enough in the schools for the children?

Mr. Heal: What children?
Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-

OLIVER: I am glad the hon. member
said that, because I will deal with that
point later. There is no room for the
children in the existing schools, and I
believe the Minister intends to put up
some fiats for families. When I spoke on
this question before, I asked the Premier
seriously whether he was determined to
use the land and, If so, would he consider
building a small two-storey black of flats
f or aged couples who were being evicted,
who could riot find room in the various
institutions, and who wished to spend
their declining Years together. The mem-
ber for Fremantle interjected, "Hear,
hear!"

The Minister for Housing: He is always
on your side.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: He was glad to know that at
at least somebody else thought there
should be flats for these people in their
declining years. These people are quite
young enough to attend to themselves, and
for many years they would be able to pay
their rent; it would be a much more
economic proposition, from the State's
point of view, than placing them in in-
stitutions, which, as members know, are
very costly. During the past two years I
have had more applications to house the
aged than I have had to provide for the
young.

The Minister for Housing: And a fat
lot your Government did about that!

Hon, Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: I have sent old people to the
Housing Commission and they have been
told the story. "We cannot help you. You
are too old." I have sent people with
families to the commission, and the ans-
wer is again, "Sorry, you must be evicted."'
Many people have begged their landlords
to evict them, and many members of this
House have told people who have asked
them to try to get houses, "Get your evic-
tion first." Only the other day, the Mini-
ster for Housing answered a letter of mine.
I had made application for a family; they
were living in a condemned house, and had
been for some time. They had applied to
the Housing Commission ages ago but had
received no reply. However, the Mini-
ster replied and said that when the people
were evicted, he would consider the matter.
So I can say quite frankly that I have
asked people to get evicted because it
was the only way to get the Housing
Commission to do something for them.

A little while ago the Minister went to
Canberra to outline his communistic
scheme and asked for money. When he

returned, he did not tell the House what
the Senator's reply was. Why? I will tell
members. It was published freely in the
East and in Canberra and, I believe, else-
where. The reply from the Minister for
National Development, Senator W. H.
Spooner, was as follows:-

I interviewed the Hon. H. E. Gra-
ham, M.L.A., Minister for Housing in
the Western Australian Government
this morning.

Mr. Graham requested that the
Commonwealth Government should
agree to provide under the Common-
wealth-State housing agreement the
moneys which are required to finance
the erection of flats and multiple
dwellings at Suhiaco and Welshpool.

Under the Commonwealth- State
housing agreement the Commonwealth
makes a substantial contribution to-
wards providing homes at reasonable
rentals. This is done by the Com-
monwealth maaking advances to the
State at three per cent. interest
whereas it is now borrowing that same
money at 4k per cent. In addition, the
Commonwealth meets three-fifths of
the losses that may be incurred under
the agreement as a result of the rental
rebates system. Under this system
a family whose income equals the
basic wage is not called upon to pay
more than one-fifth of that income in
rent.

In such circumstances, the Com-
monwealth has a direct interest in en-
suring that the money which is
provided is used for the purposes con-
templated when the agreement be-
tween the States and the Common-
wealth was made in 1946.

I think possibly that should be 1945, not

The purpose of that agreement was to
provide good standard homes particu-
larly to those with family responsibili-
ties at reasonable rentals.

Neither the Subiaco nor the Welsh-
pool proposals come within that cate-
gory. Subiaco is estimated to cost
£537,500 and contemplates a block of
242 fiats with lift services, garages,
creches, tuckshops, ete. 169 of the
fiats would contain only one bed-
room and would thus be unsuitable
for the requirements of the average
.man- with family responsibilities to
whom encouragement and assistance
should be given. Indeed that prin-
ciple is already recognised by the
Western Australian Government which
gives priority to meeting housing
needs of those with families. Build-
ing a block of 242 containing 160
single-bedroom flats is not in accord-
ance with that principle.
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At Welshpool it is contemplated
that 323 dwellings would be built at
a cost of E570,000 of which only 38
would be detached homes. The bal-
ance of each of the buildings would
contain two, three, four or five homes,
many of which have no adequate
means of access and most of which
could not be practically sold to ten-
ants who may desire to purchase
them.

There are admittedly many prob-
lems involved in providing suitable
housing accommodation for Australia's
growing population. We do not, how-
ever, solve that problem by Govern-
ments becoming the owners of large
blocks of fiats and housing settle-
ments consisting predominantly of
multi-unit homes. We should aim
rather at utilising the funds which
are available to provide normal homes
of good standard which the tenant
has an opportunity of purchasing.

That was well published in the East and
I wonder why the Minister did not tell
us about it here. The reply was issued
on the 14th or 15th October.

The Minister for Housing: You might
have had the courtesy to ask.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: The Minister knew he could
not get loan funds. Why did he not let
Parliament know before the session closed?
He has had six months. He knew that
spending loan funds on wildcat and un-
economic schemes would make citizens
wary of putting their savings into Com-
monwealth loans. Only the other day
Senator Spooner said that he had an as-
surance from the State that the Western
Australian Government would not use loan
funds. If the Government. for sheer devil-
ment, is to continue this foreign scheme
it dooms many people within a. few years
to live in squalor. It dooms the taxpayer
to the burden of upkeep which will be
tremendous. I had always thought that
professional men, if interested in build-
ing, did not advertise the fact. But the
Minister's friend -writes freely in the Press.

Mr. May: Who is his friend?

Hon, Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: A man called Krantz. He
stated fully in the Press the other day
that in the 242 proposed flats to be built
on a two-and-a-quarter-acre block, only
69 are designed for parents with children.
If the family consists of three children,
which I believe is about normal in Aus-
tralia, the number of Inmates in the 69
fiats would be 345 people. This leaves 173
fiats to be occupied by two-unit families.
making a total of 691. When caretakers,
nurses and shop assistants are added, it
will total about 720 to 750 persons who
will be living on the two-and-a-quarter-
acre block.

Living accommodation must be cramped
in these flats where there will be children.
The stairs, lifts, bannisters, wash-houses,
bathrooms etc. will be used by the children
as playgrounds. The proximity to King's
Park is of no use to children; to reach
it one must cross one of the busiest and
most dangerous intersections in Perth and
a policeman would have to be on duty all
the time. The architect asserts that the
ten.-storeyed building is reserved for two-
unit families. Should a child be born
therein the family will be removed to a
larger flat. What does this mean? Does
it mean that there will be flats kept
vacant, or will we again copy our foreign
friends? In Moscow, because it was in-
convenient to have babies, there were
80,000 free abortions done by Govern-
ment doctors during the year I was there!
Or would the inmates get lectures on how
to prevent births?

Mr. Lawrence: Did you see all this?
Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-

OLIVER: The Minister eulogises the
Sydney flats. I saw a sorry sight there.
I also visited a clinic in Sydney and In
about 40 to 60 minutes I saw about 30
women waiting there. Some were stating
their case, because they did not want to
have a baby. The place was managed by
qualified people and was well conducted.
No abortions were suggested. I believe this
clinic used to be subsidised by the Labour
Government though it is not so now; I
think the churches must have prevented it.
When the woman's case was stated and
fully examined, she received contracep-
tives and advice on how to space her
children, or how not to have them.

When I asked "Why do these women
not want children?", the answer I received
was, "For many reasons, some of which
are illhealth, crowded areas, no room in
the home and not convenient because they
have to go to work." I thought of the
Subiaco flats then. If a woman in the
Sublaco fiats becomes pregnant, think of
the worry she will endure for seven or
eight months thinking of the child that
.may be born. It may be that the child
will be malformed or subnormal because
of the mother's worry. Are people to be
medically examined before gaining posses-
sion of fiats?

Mr. Brady: Did you think of that when
the big firms were building factories in
Perth last year?

Ron. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: I have always thought of it.

Mr. Brady: You did not mention it in
this House.

Hon, Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: If wrong has been done once,
it should not be repeated. We were not
allowed to herd together during the polio
scare, but polio will probably recur in three
or four years after this epidemic has sub-
sided. Think of the rubbish chutes one gets
from a ten-storeyed fiat. I wonder if any
members here have lived In a ten-storeyed
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flat. I lived in one in America. The owners
keep permanent men in the building to
see that the chutes are kept hygienic and
clean. Should a fire occur or a lift fail, I
wonder what would happen. The architect
said that ten-storeyed flats would have a
commanding view of King's Park. They
will always have a view of the backyards
of private properties; a view into the rooms
of surrounding houses where people have
lived in privacy for many years. He said
that Western Australia would be proud of
taking the first major step in solving the
housing problem.

The Minister for Housing: That is what
Victoria said.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: Mr. Krantz -may have been to
London, and that applies also to the Mini-
ster. He may have been to Paris, Vienna,
New York and Moscow. The only place
that solved the housing problem was Mos-
cow.

Mr. Lawrence: Good old Joe!
Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-

OLIVER: it did so not by building "Subi-
ace flats"; it already had that type of
fiat. It did so by making a law that every
individual, young or old, must have a per-
mit to remain in Moscow. That is what
we will end in getting. Half a million
people were refused a permit to remain;
families were separated, husbands from
their wives, fathers from their children,
hundreds of thousands of people were
driven out of Moscow, homeless, and they
died of starvation and cold. That Gov-
ernment did what the Minister is doing
now.

The Minister for Housing: Tell me
something about the dog-boxes your Gov-
ernment built, will you?

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER: If I had a box for a dog I1
would put the Minister in it! That Gov-
ernment encouraged city flats and we are
getting similar flats in Subiaco. If the
present Government had any feelings for
its fellowmen, it would ask God to forgive
it for its ignorance and folly. High fiats
make good targets in war; high flats make
good breeding grounds for disease; they
create further scope for broken marriages
and subnormal children.

Dr. Kennedy, a leading psychiatrist, said
it was wrong from every viewpoint that
young couples could not start life in their
own homes. If they could, the incidence
of mental disorders and broken marriages
would fall. The Minister said that workers
want to live near their work. That is
not true and he knows it. After a day
in an office or factory, men and women
want relaxation, fresh air and home life.
The Minister knows that to be true; he
left his own crowded area to go to Hunt-
ingfleld to get more air. We have thous-
ands of acres vacant in our suburbs where
real homes could be built of wood if we
have not the requisite bricks. We have

space for garden homes that would give
an incentive to family life and build up
a healthy race, morally and spiritually
which is so essential to our nation.

On motion by Mr. May, debate adjourned
till a later stage of the sitting.

BILL-RENTS AND TENANCIES
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS

ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it insisted on its
amendments Nos. 1 to 18.

In Committee.
Mr. Moir in the Chair; the Minister for

Housing in charge of the Bill.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: To

save further time I move-
That the Assembly continues to

disagree to the amendments made by
the Council.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

Assembly's Request for Conference.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I

move-
That the Council be requested to

grant a conference on the amendments
insisted on by the Council, and that
the managers for the Assembly be
the Deputy Premier, Mr. Wild and the
mover.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAIJ: I want to say a
word or two against the appointment of
conference managers. I have spoken in
this strain for some years and I think
it is time that the Legislative Assembly sat
up and looked at the position. We have
always received messages from the Coun-
cil disagreeing with the great bulk of the
important legislation sent up to it. We
have then sent a message to disagree,
and the Council has returned a message
insisting on Its amendments. Then we
have decided to request a conference and
have appointed managers.

Some times we delude ourselves in this
Chamber into imagining that we will get
somewhere with this method. We are all
aware that that is not the case. The dice is
loaded against us and the working-class
of this State all the time. At one time the
system of a majority verdict was adopted
and on one occasion success was achieved
when managers were appointed. That was
when they agreed. But the Council saw
to it that that would never occur again.
So today only one man has to dig his toes
in, and the Bill is lost.

If we send this Bill up as it is. with
three managers to confer, two may put
up a big fight. I know what the third
will do; he will dig his toes in. The Bill
will come back to us in a mutilated form,
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or the report will be that the Bill Is last.
The Government will be blamed for that,
not the managers. People will ask, "What
is the Minister doing? He has a majority
in the Assembly and he could not put a
Hill like this through." I propose that
instead of appointing managers we go to
the country and ask the people whether
they agree to the attitude adopted by the
Council.

Members: Hear, hear!
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I hope the As-

sembly will do that. We will get nowhere
with appointing managers. During last
session on one occasion the managers
reported that they could not agree, and
the Bill was defeated. There is no ma-
jority rule now because the Council made
sure, by digging its toes in. I repeat
again that we should go to the country.
The unfortunate part is that when we
come back even with a majority of 10,
the Council would still remain. In Vic-
toria the people are not so foolish as to
appoint managers, because they know they
will get nowhere. New South Wales
has a system like our own. The House
of Commons in England does not appoint
managers if the two Houses do not agree.
The best system is that operating in
Queensland where there is no need for the
appointment of managers. That is what
we want.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Stalin could not
improve on that.

Hon. J. H. SLEEMAN: I suggest that
we do away with all this babbling and get
rid of the Council.

Mr. MeCULLOCH: I am very dis-
appointed with the attitude adopted in
this matter. Looking at the notice paper
tonight we see the name of one individual.
He is the cause of the trouble over this
Bill. The name is H. KC. Watson. We pride
ourselves on being a democracy, yet here
in this Chamber the Government has a
majority vote from the people.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: I doubt that.
Mr. MeCtILLOCH: In the five contested

seats in 1952, just over 15,000 votes were
cast for 15 Council electorates. Only
15,000 votes out of the total population
of this State! And yet we pride ourselves
on being a democracy. If that is termed
democracy, I have another name for it.
The defeat of this legislation is most defi-
nitely against the will of the people. We
know what will happen to the Bill; so
does the Opposition. Members opposite
tried to put up a cock-and-bull story about
the 31st August. They do not want the
31st August any more than they want
the legislation to expire right now.

When members opposite were on this
side of the Chamber they had no hesita-
tion in agreeing to legislation similar to
that introduced during the present session,
yet this time, notwithstanding that thous-
ands are coming into this country every
month, they voted against the Bill. We all

know the housing shortage is acute, not
through the fault of any Government but
through the war. Now we have the position
where one member has dug his toes in, and
upset the whole position. I say this is not
democracy. I was brought up in one. I be-
lieve in it. It is not democratic for one
individual, or a few individuals, in another
place to be able to upset the Government
of the country. I enter a most definite
protest.

I-on. Sir ROSS McLARTY: It has been
the custom, of course, for Parliament to
settle its differences by the holding of
conferences between the two Houses. While
the present system of government applies
in this State, I do not think there can be
any logical objection to the conditions
that obtain.

Mr. Jamieson: No, because you always
win. That is why.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: The hon.
member knows very little about that.

Mr. Jamieson: I know enough to realise
that is the position.

Mr. Lawrence: You have hit the nail
right on the head.

Hon. Sir ROSS MeLARTY: I do not
know that any member has the right to
stand up in this Chamber and name a par-
ticular member in the Council and say that
he will take an unreasonable attitude.

Mr. McCulloch: His name is on the
notice paper.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I1 know the
hon. member has named him, but I do
not think he should have done so. What
will happen in regard to this legislation
if a conference does not take place? Surely
members realise that, from their point
of view, the position will be unsatisfactory,
or shall I say from the point of view of
a number of members in this House.

Mr. Lawrence: The status quo.
Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: That being

the case, is it not better to bold this con-
ference and see if a reasonable measure
cannot be arrived at as a result of the dis-
cussions?

The Minister for Housing: The Council
rejected every proposal of the Govern-
ment.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: We know
that when a conference like this takes
place, and I have been here quite a long
time-

Mr. Johnson: Far too long!
Hon. Sir ROSS MeLARTY: That is an

ol chestnut I have heard a hundred times.
I knew someone would say that.

The Minister for Housing: Never was it
said more appropriately.

Mr. McCulloch: You will be a long while
here yet.

Hon, Sir ROSS McLARTY: I have great
faith in the judgment of the people of
this State.
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The Minister for Housing: In the people
of Pinjarra.

Ron. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I have no
doubt that this motion will be agreed to,The same protest that has been made
by the member for Fremantle has been
made over many years. I know he is con-
versant with the Standing Orders and
would like to quote from them. If he will
read Standing Order 255 he will see that
at all conferences the managers for the
Legislative Assembly shall be at liberty
to confer freely by word of mouth with
the managers of the Legislative Council.'
No member has the right at this stage
to anticipate what may emanate from the
conference. If members studied the his-
tory of such conferences, they would
realise that beneficial results have accrued
to the State. If this form of arriving at
agreement were thrown overboard, legis-
lation In this State would be much less
satisfactory. I support the motion.

Mr. BRADY: I support the protest of
the member for Fremantle. I have acted
as a manager at two conferences and, in
my opinion, the House could have dealt
with the questions involved much better
than the conferences did. Members gen-
erally, too, would have understood what
was done because they would have heard
the discussions, but while conferences are
being held, members are sitting around
for any time up to 14 hours not knowing
what is occurring, and the reports when
made to the House, are not very enlighten-
ing.

with the mrember for Fremantle, I feel
that the Council has its toes dug in and
will not give away one iota. If a con-
ference be held, members may be detained
here until 7 a.mi. tomorrow, which would
be most unreasonable, haying regard to the
debate that has taken place. I am dis-
gusted at the manner with which the
Council has dealt with business sent up
from this House. In order to expedite the
passing of this Bill, hardly any member
on the Government side has spoken. The
hope was that we would get a decision on
the Problems that will arise when Parlia.-
ment goes into recess. I have received
complaints from many People about rent
increases-

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow the hon.member to deal with details of rents on
this motion.

Mr. BRADY: I hope that the motion
will be negatived and that we shall con-
tinue to debate the question until we get
nothing or the House is adjourned.

Mr. JAMIESON: I must add my protest
against the action of the Council in frus-
trating the democratic will of the people.
One member of the Council stated that
hie had not received one complaint about
tenancies or rents from the whole of his
27,000 electors. That just shows how far
that member is from keeping in touch
with the people and it is time that action

was taken by the electors. Members of
the Opposition know full well that they
have the ace card up their sleeves. They
know that no matter what majority the
Government might have in this House, a
majority exists in the Council and any
legislation sent forward will be returned
horribly mutilated or, as in this ease,
totally unrecognisable.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: On the assumption
that members opposite are of opinion that
this legislation should continue for a
further period for the protection of ten-
ants, it seems to me .that their objection
to the procedure should have been made
before the Minister moved to continue
to disagree to the Council's amendments.
Had the members who have spoken had
their way, the Bill would have ceased to
exist. We are getting near to the 30th
April and it would not be a very satis-
factory state of affairs for members oppo-
site if they persisted in the views they
have expressed.

There is only one prospect of continuing
the measure on the statute book, seeing
that the protest was not made at the earlier
stage I have mentioned, and that is to
allow the conference to take place, Had
the protest been made before the Mini-
ster proposed his motion to continue to
disagree, members might have suggested
that we accept what was left of the Bill,
that is, if they did not want a conference
in the hope of gaining something more.
Hence it seems that members opposite are
kicking against the wind. They have
taken their objection at the wrong stage.

It is about time we 'recognised the posi-
tion under the Constitution. We have two
Houses; some people lie the idea; some
do not, but the fact remains that we have
a Constitution and must make the best of
it whether we like it or not. So, with the
Leader of the Opposition, I can see no
prospect for this measure unless we sup-
port the motion, which I accordingly do.

Mr. ANDREW: I cannot see much use
in meeting managers from another place
on this question. metropolitan members
particularly have experienced much frus-
tration and trouble with regard to the
housing of the people. We knew that the
protection provided for tenants would
cease at the end of April and we thought
that some members who had not sup-
ported us on the previous occasion would
have done so this time. The position
in that regard is that we have come here
in all good faith to do something for the
people who are frustrated, and we in turn
are frustrated by the other House.

In Victoria Park homes are being broken
up because of the present position, and
many people who have given a life of
service to the State either cannot get ac-
commodation or are being kicked out of
their homes. I suggest to members oppo-
site that if those who have comfortable
abodes did not have those homes to live
in, and everyone else had to be housed, the
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housing problem would be fixed up pretty
quickly. We have come here to do some-
thing to overcome the problem which
faces us, yet our friends opposite say that
a problem does not exist,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member must not discuss the Bill on this
motion. The motion is designed to appoint
managers.

Mr. ANDREW: That circumnscribes, my
remarks to some extent, The Council has
frustrated the Government of the day. It
has stopped the Government from govern-
ing, yet the Government has to take that
responsibility. If the Council is going to
frustrate the Government in its efforts to
give protection to the people, then the
Council should take the responsibility for
what it does, so I am against sending
managers in to meet the representatives of
that House.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I have listened to
members opposite arguing about the re-
marks of the member for Fremantle. I
feel that the only one who has hit the
nail on the head is the member for Stirl-
ing, but he misses an important factor,
namely that since the second reading of
the measure was introduced, a member in
the Legislative Council for the Metropoli-
tan Province-the member whose name ap-
pears above the list of amendments to be
moved in the Legislative Council-has had
his hand in all these pies. As the mem-
ber for Victoria Park pointed out, he has
not on one but on numerous occasions
thwarted the aims of the democratically
elected Government which is the Legis-
lative Assembly.

We have noticed his hypocritical actions
in another place. I say without fear of
successful contradiction that I heard him
more or less strongly urging members in
another place to get up and, as he stated,
"Slash this Bill's ugly throat from ear to
ear." He was most vituperative and vin-
dictive, and he was as unknowledgeable as
I have ever known any member in any
House of Parliament in Australia to be.
He was quite ignorant of his facts, and he
has shown no regard for the people's
wishes.

Point of Order.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: on a point of
order: Is the member for South Fre-
mantle in order in making a personal at-
tack on a member of another place?

Mr. Speaker: I must uphold the point
of order. The hon. member is not in order
in referring in discourteous terms to any
member of either House.

Mr. Lawrence: I accept your ruling,
Mr. Speaker.

Debate Resumed.

Mr. May: It is all right now; you have
said it.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I ask your guidance,
Sir, on this point, as to whether I can ex-
plain the actions of a member of another
place in his endeavours to thwart the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the hon.
member can only give his reasons why he
opposes, if he does, this conference of
managers being appointed.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Very well. I shall re-
turn now to the remarks of the member
for Stirling. While his reasons why this
sidi of the House should have taken action
earlier in the evening may have been good
ones, I still say that we, as the democrati-
cally elected Government, should disagree
with these managers being appointed be-
cause I feel sure, after looking at the
amendments on the notice paper, that no
good whatever will result from it. If my
contentions prove to be correct, then the
Government of the day-that is, the As-
sembly-will be forced into an invidious
position by the actions of one single person
who is opposed to the party in power. They
will be blamed on the bustings at future
elections, by the opposite parties, for caus-
ing any ill-effects that may arise from the
mutilation of this Bill that the Govern-
ment has brought down.

I intend to make known far and wide
the actions of the members of another
place, and I shall also try to ensure that
the public of Western Australia-I trust
the Press will give us plenty of publicity on
this matter-will know the full truth so
that the blame will rest on the persons
who are really responsible. Therefore, I
support fully the remarks of the member
for Fremnantle, and I long for the day when
no Legislative Council will exist in this
State, or in any other State of the Com-
monwealth.

Wr, PERKINS: This is an incredible
position. It is certainly different from
anything I have seen in the House In the
12 years or so that I have been a member
of it. I would be interested to hear the
Premier or the Deputy Premier-

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You must have
been asleep, because I have done this on
several occasions.

Mr. PERKINS: -so that I might know
the attitude of the Government on the
question.

The Minister for Education: That is
made quite clear by the Minister's request
for a, conference.

Mr. PERKINS; We have heard the Min-
ister for Housing asking for a conference.
and then members sprinkled along the
benches on the Government side of the
House saying they intend to vote against
the motion.

Mr. Lawrence: No, we did not. We pro-
tested..

Mr. Jamieson: We said it was not worth
while.
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Mr. PERKINS: They apparently speak
one way and vote another, which is an
even more extraordinary position.

Mr. Lawrence: We do not get the whip
around us, like you chaps.

Hon. D. Brand: You do not get the
whip around you!

Mr. PERKINS: We should realise that
members in another place have at least
agreed to certain amendments which, in
the opinion of all members, will give some
added protection to tenants beyond what
applied originally. And yet we have mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
saying they are prepared to lose the*Bill
altogether and put the position back to
where it was, unless the Minister intends
to call another special session of Parlia-
ment in order to deal with the position.
I will be interested to hear what members
on the Government side really want. It is
very diffiult for members on this side
of the House to know what is the policy
of members of the Labour Party on this
question.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING (in
reply): I have listened with interest to
what has been said, particularly by mem-
bers on this side of the House and, by and
large, I agree with the viewpoints they
have expressed. From a political point of
view, it would probably serve the purpose
of the Government far better if at this
stage the Hill went overboard because then
there would be in the minds of the people
no doubt as to who was responsible for
what appears to be inevitable, but by our
going into conference those who are not
politically as well informed as they might
be may perhaps be inclined to attribute
some of the responsibility to those partic-
pating in the conference proceedings as
representatives of this House.

As I have emphasised throughout the
debate, the importance of the matters at
issue transcends political considerations.
The welfare of goodness knows what num-
bers of men, women and children, is at
stake and, while I am pessimistic of any
good coming from this conference, I be-
lieve that while there is still a chance of
our getting anything, however small, from
the ship-wreck, in the interests of those
whom we are endeavouring to protect we
have no alternative but to go forward to
this final stage of procedure allowed by our
Standing Orders.

Hon. D. Brand: Assuming that every-
thing You have said is correct!I

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING; Yes:
that is quite so. but I maintain that the
Government, with its departmental advi-
sers, is in a far better position to assess the
situation than are persons viewing it on
their own account, and particularly those
who, as has already been pointed out, are
far removed from close association and
contact with the great majority of those

who are, or will be, confronted with a crisis
that all informed People are of the opinion
will develop.

I repeat that however much we disagree
on principle with this procedure of six
representatives of Parliament secluding
themselves and taking part in a discus-
sion to which no one Is allowed to listen
and of which no record is taken, and where
one individual is able completely to nlega-
tive the will of the other five managers,
there is no other course open to us. We
are in a cleft stick and there is no alter-
native but for the Government to do all
it can in the hope that something, how-
ever small, may be gained to alleviate
or postpone for a period the condition
which we are certain is bound to develop,
until by the erection of accomnmodation
the unhappy lot of those affected can be
eased. For that reason and without a
great deal of enthusiasm I ask the House
to agree to the motion.

Question put and passed, and a mes-
sage accordingly returned to the Council.

Sitting suspended from 10.55 to 11.10 p.m.

Council's Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference on
the amendments insisted on by the Coun-
cil, and had appointed Hon. H. K. Watson.
Hon. L. C. Diver and the Chief Secretary
as managers for the Council, the confer-
ence to take Place in the Chief Secre-
tary's room at 10 am. on Thursday, the
15th April.

Sitting suspended fromn 11-11 p~fl. to 4.35
P.m. (Thursdav).

THURSDAY, 15th APRIL, 1954.
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The SPEAKER resumed the Chair at
4.35 p.m.
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